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The Senate proceeded to consider the follow- 
ing resolutions, submitted by Mr. Brown on the 
18th instant: 

Bmlved, Tnnt the Toi ritorics are tho common property of 
all tho 8t(\tcs, mid that, it is tho privileRO of tho citizens of all 
the Btatoa to go into iho Territories with every kind or dc- 
Bcription of property rccogniBed hy tho Constitution ef the 
United States, naA held under tho laws of any of the States ; 
ond that It Is tlio constitutional duty of the law-makin.c; pow- 
er, wherever lodged or by whomsoovcr exercised, whether 
by the Congress or the Territorial Lt>gislaturc, to enact such 
laws aa may be found necessary for the adequate and suf- 
ficient protection of such property. 

Bmlved, That tho Committee on Territories be instructed 
to insert, in any bill tUey may report for the organization of 
now Territories, a clause declaring it to be the duty of the 
Territorial Legislature to enact adequate and sufficient Laws 
for tho pretection ofHll kinds of property, as .-ihove describ- 
ed, within tho limits oCtho Territory : and that, upon its fail- 
ure 01* refusal to do so, it is the admitted duty of Congress to 
interfere and pass such laws. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, -when the Re- 
public entered the fimily of nations, it pro- 
claimed to kings and princes, to nobles and 
rivileged classes, to toiling freemen and lowly 
ondmen, the equality of man. Passing now 
through the eighty-fourth year of national life, 
America presents to the gaze of nations the hu- 
miliating and saddening spectacle of a Republic 
which began its independent existence by the 
promulgation of a bill of rights as old as crea- 
tion and as wide as humanity, distracted by 
discordant and angry discussion's upon issues 
growing out of the bondage of four million men. 

Slavery in America — our connections with it, 
and relations to it, the obligations these connec- 
tions and relations impose upon ns as men, as 
citizens of the States and cf tho United States- 
make the issues of the age, tUe trsnscendent 
magnitude of which command the profoundest 
attention of the country. In the crowded city and 
the lonely dwelling, the public yress and the 
judicial tribunal, the hall of legislutiou and the 



temple of the living God — everywhere— goes on 
the " irrepressible conflict " between the sublime 
creed of the charter of independence and tho 
aggressive spirit of slavery; between the insti- 
tutions of freedom our fathers founded and the 
system of human bondage which now darkens 
the land, casting its baleful shadows over the 
Republic, obscuring its lustre, and marring its 
symmetry and beauty. 

Within fifteen States of this democratic Re- 
public, which commenced its career by uttering 
the ideas of equality and liberty that live in the 
throbbing hearts of the toiling masses, and nurse 
even the wavering hopes of hapless bondmen 
amid %hi thick gloom of rayless oppression, more 
than four milliou human beings, made in the 
image of God, are held in perpetual bondage. 
By inexorable laws, sanctioned by the merciless 
force of public opinion, these million? are de- 
nied the rights of manhood, and degraded to the 
abject condition of chattelhood. To them, the 
hallowed relations of husband and wife, parent 
and child, are held not by the sacred rights of a 
common humanity, but by the will of masters. 
The la.ws, the customs, the public opinion, which 
have sunk these millions from the dignity of 
humanity down to tho degradation of chattels, 
have founded and developed a privileged class, 
which now controls the slaveholding States. 
This class now rules these fifteen States, abroga- 
ting, in support of its interests; the inborn, in- 
bred, constitutifSn&l «ght.Qf freedom of speech 
and freedom o£ thfe^p^^s^. fplt^ese-S^taes, the 
p.->wer of this cfes's ia overslCidovdpg, wjglstless, 
complete. , - , 

Over the FtederaJ'Gdvernmervt-thi? f jg^s, this 
slave power, ^cHifeved cc^npleje flpininion.. 
The slave povrer this* Jajr' holds' tJia JJational 
Government, in all Hb- dep^rtipents, in absolute 
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Bubjngation. la this Chamber, where sit Iho rcp- 
rosentfttlvcs of sovereign Coratnonwealthg, that 
power retains unbroken away. That power biilB 
Iho Supremo Court utter its decrees, and that 
high tribunal obc^'B its imperativo comiuanils. 
That power holds the President in the hollow of 
its hand, compellinf; him to declare that " sla- 
Tcry exists in Kansas by virtue of the Constitu- 
tion ; " that " the master has the right to take 
his slave into the Territories as property, and 
have it protected there under the Federal Con- 
etitntion ; " that " neither Congress nor the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature, nor any human power, has 
any authority to annul or impair this vested 
right." That power summoned the aspiring 
Vice President to bin own Kentucky, to give his 
ftssaranccs " that this constitutional right ex- 
ists ; " that " wo must hold io this principle, we 
must stand by it ; " and " if.it carnot be enforced 
fo." want of proper legislation to enforce it, suf- 
ficient legislation rrutit be passed, or our Gov- 
ernment is a failure." That power lays its iron 
hand upon the representatives of free and proud 
Commonwealths in this Chamber and in the 
other, compelling them to disavow their own 
recorded opinions, to accept the monstrous dog- 
ina, that "neither Congress, nor a Territorial 
Legislature, nor any huioan power, has any au- 
thority to annul or impair the vested right " of 
the master to have his slave protected as prop- 
erty in the Territories under the Federal Con- 
stitution. Well might the Vice President, in 
view of the recent triumphs and the imperial 
Bway of the slave power, proudly say to the men 
of his native Kentucky, " We stand in a good 
position!" " We have tho E.\ecutive ; webave 
the laws ; we have the courts ; and that is a 
great advance from where we stood ten years 
ago I " 

The glowing pages of that history which re» 
cords the deeds of the heroic men who, in de- 
fence of the inherent and indefeasible rights of 
• hnmanity, accepted the bloody issues of civil war, 
and defied and baffled the gigantic power of the 
British Empire, won national independence, and 
framed a Constitution for united America, bear 
to us of this generation the amplest evidences 
that they, with rare exceptions, believed slavery 
to be a local and temporary evil, which British 
avarice planted and British power nurtured in 
America, and which the advancing current of a 
humane and Christian civilization would sweep 
from the land it stained and polluted. But seven- 
ty years, Mr. President, have now passed away 
since the inauguration of the Government under 
the Federal Constitution. That six hundred 
thousand bondmen, valued at less than fifty 
mlllioQ dollars, have increased to four million, 
▼a3aed at more than two thousand million. That 
'feeble system of African slavery, which seemed 
to the hopeful eyes oC Oni' p^triiftic fathers smit- 
ten witli the difieact' of oyigiDflr sin, has ex- 
panded iilto a }<igatitic Sykem, which now casts 
ita chilling influences pver thf) lacd, polluting 
tbe very «ot|refe*,of na^onel jife,pwverting the 
moral senso'^'iiip ^tibn, corrupting the senti- 
xaetxi of *|dbtice,'1bamamty,. and liberty, and 
letting the tr^eos of its ttiiootts power upon the 



institutions and upon the soil of the Republic, 
which it turns to barrenness and desolation. 

Sir, this expansion and growth of the pyatero 
of AfricHU slavery, Ibis development of the slavo 
power, during tho pust seventy years, have 
wrought a wonderful oliange, a coropleto revo- 
lution, in tho sentiments and opiniona of tho 
public men who control tlw councilH of Amer- ' 
ica. What a contrast between slavery in Amer- 
ica in 1780, and slavery in An.crica in 18C0I 
Then, it was weak ; now, it is strong. Then, its 
inllucnces over tlio nation wore impotent; now, 
it holds the Government in its iron grasp. Then, 
Iho public men who dictated tho jiolicy of tho 
Government deemed it to be a moral, socit.!, and 
political evil, wliich humanity and religion de- 
plored ; now, it is regarded by the men who 
control tho Government as a positive good, a 
beneficent system, " n great moral," in the words 
of the Seantor from Missi3sii>pi, [Mr Buown,] 
"eo^iiil, and political blescing; a blcsainj^ to tho 
master and a blessing to tho slave."' Then, to 
prohibit it in the Territories wa?. deemed alikfc 
the right and duty of the Government ; now, tho 
avowed doctrine of the Administration of tho 
Government is, that tlie slaveholders haro Iho 
right t(» carry their slaves as property into the 
Territtries, and hold them there ns property by 
virtue of the Conytituiion, and that "neither 
Congress nor a Territorial Legislature, nor any 
human power, has authority to annul or impair 
this vested right." Then, lo cherish, as a living 
faith, the creed that " all men arc created equal ; " 
to believe slavery to be ci'i evil ; to believe, with 
Henry, that " a time would come to Hbolish this 
lamentable evil ; " and with Jefferson, that 
" nothing is more certainly written in the book 
oi fate, than that this people shall be f ee," 
brought neither proscription from power, nor in- 
dignities from the people; now, these senti- 
ments bring upon the public man the proscrip- 
tions of power, the ridicule ard reproath of 
presses in the interest of power, and subject the 
American citizen, whose rights are guarded by 
constitutiocal guaranties, in tho sla\ e States to 
the insults and degrading indignities of lawless 
and brutal mobs, maddened by the fanaticism 
cf slavery, to arrests, imprisonments, fines, and 
banishment. Then, the people of America con- 
fided their new Government to the guardianship 
and guidance of statesmen, known by their acta 
and recorded opinions to bo unalterably op- 
posed to the slave trade, to the peri>et,uity of 
slavery, to its expansion into the vast empire of 
the Northwest ; now, tbe public men of America^ 
who inherit the sentiments and opinions of 
Washington, Jefferson, Madisou, Adams, Jay, 
Hamilton, and their illuslrions comijcer.'*, who 
would consecrate the territorial pos.seisione of 
the Republic to free institutions for all, ere ad- 
monished, in theses, Chambers, that they will 
not be permitted, in tho slave States, to avow 
their sentiments, or to advocate the election to 
the Presidency, in 18C0, of a candidate repre- 
senting tbeir policy; ay, that the election of 
each a candidate will bo cause for the clis£olo- 
tion of the Union. 

In the mofith of August, 1620, twenty African 
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bondriidii were bomo into tho waters of Virginia. 
At Jarnoatowu, in 1G20, began tbnt system of 
bnman olavcry in America, which now, in IflGO, 
haughtily assumes to mould and fashion tho pol- 
icy of tho nation { to expand itaelf over tho vast 
possessions of the Republic; to repress tho in- 
born right of the freedom of speech and of the 
prcs! ; to arrest and to J.mprison, to Bcourgo and 
to banish American citizens for entertaining, 
cherishing, and uttering the sentiments of the 
great statesmen of the North and of tho South, 
who carried ns through tho fire and blood of 
the Revolution— stfitoBracn whoso names are for- 
ever associated with national iadepcndcnco and 
constitutional freedom. 

This system of African slavery, planted on the 
shores of Virgitt5a, grew and spread over Amer- 
ica under tho colonial and commercial policy of 
Englond. Encouraged bj Rritish legislation, and 
fostered by royal favor, the merchants of Eng- 
land transported from the shores of Western Af- 
rica, to tho thirteen British colonies, from the 
middle of tho seventeenth century to 17?G, more 
than three hundred thousand of the children of 
Africa. The coffers of her merchants were filled 
with gold, soiled with tho blood of these hapless 
bondmen. For nearly two centuries the party of 
the slave trade controlled the Government, and 
directed (he policy of England. Kings and 
queens, lords and commons, judges, attorneys 
general, and bishops, all gave to the traffic in 
the bodies of men their persistent supprjrt. Par- 
liament pronounced " the trade highly advan- 
tageous to the kingdom and its colonies." Queen 
Anne instructed the Governor of New York and 
New Jersey " to give due encouragement to the 
Royal African Company." The merchants and 
manufacturers clamored for tho extension and 
protection of the African slave traffic ; and when 
the charter of the Royal African Company ex- 
pired, in 1749, the ports of Africa, for thirty de- 
grees, from Cape Rlanco to Loango St. Paul's, 
were thrown open to the free competition of Brit- 
ish commerce. Under this colonial and com- 
mercial pojicy of England, the traffic in the 
bodies of men, between the coasts of Africa and 
the Spanish, French, and British colonies in the 
western world, expanded into gigantic propor- 
tions, and slavery spread and increased with 
' such fearfal rapidity, that the American colonies 
were startled and appalled^ and" laws designed 
to restrict importations of slaves," says Bancroft, 
" are scattered along the records of colonial leg- 
islation." To check their importatioa, Yirginia 
impof^d a tax ; but " the African Company ob- 
tained the repeal of the law." "The British 
Oovemment," eeys Madison, " constantly check- 
ed the attempts of Virginia to put a stop to this 
infemtA (raffle." Oglethrope, the founder of 
Georgia, forbade slavery ; but " the merchants 
got tho Government to sanction slavery there," 
Even South Carolina, for attempting to restrict 
the slave traffic, received the rebuke of tiie Brit- 
ish Government, which steadily and relentlessly 
resisted all colonial action tending to cLeck the 
inhuman traffic in the souls and bodies of men. 
Up to the hour of national independence, the Gov- 
erameat of England sternly rejected all colonial 



restrictions upon slavery and tho slave trade, and 
persisted in tho policy of for^ .ngthat trade upon 
all her colonics, which were "not allowed,'' in 
tho w ordii of tho Earl of Dartmouth, in 1775, to 
check or discourage, in any degree, a trafBc so 
bencacial to tho nation." IJritish avarice plant- 
ed slavery in America ; British legislation nur- 
tured and sustained it ; and British statesmen 
sanctioned and guarded it. 

In spite, however, of tho avarice of the men 
who guided tho commercial and colonial policy 
of England, in spite of tho potent influences of 
tho statesmen who swayed tho councils of the 
Throne, tho slave trade and slavery found sturdy 
opponents in England and America. In the mid- 
dle of tho eighteenth century, years before Gran- 
ville Sharpo brought James Somerset before tho 
King's Bench — twenty years before Lord Mans- 
field pronounced that immortal opinion, which 
reversed tho joint opinion of Vork and Talbot, 
that " 0 slave coming into Great Britain doth not 
become free," and made it forever impossible for 
alaves to breathe the ntr of Eugland — John Wool- 
man traversed America, proclaiming to Christian 
men that " the prac' iCO of continuing men in sla- 
very was not right ; " that " liberty was the nat- 
ural right of all men equally." This early apos- 
tle of emancipation found many slave masters on 
the banks of the Cudson, the Delaware, and the 
Potomac, who encouraged the emancipation of 
tho bondmen, " because they had no contract for 
their labor, and liberty was their right." During 
the years of agitation and discussion, from the 
treaty of Paris in 1762 to the opening dawn of the 
Revolution at Lexington — ^years, during which the 
rights of the colonies and the rights of man were 
discussed with masterly power by the most 
gifted minds of America, the popular leaders in 
New England, the middle colonies, and Virginia, 
did not fail to see and to acknowledge the wrong- 
fulness of slavery, and to denounce the slave traf- 
fic and th<. slavery-extending policy of the Britirh 
Government. The record; of those days of trial 
and of gloiy will bear to all coming time the 
amplest evidence that the men who inaugurated 
the Revolution, carried America from colonial 
dependence to national independence, were not 
only hostile to the slave trade, but to the per- 
petual existence of slavery itself. 

When the first Congress assembled in 1774, 
the humanity of the colonies, long repressed and, 
bafHed by the power of England, found utterance. 
That assemblage of illustrious men declared that 
" God never intended a part of the bnraan race 
to hold property in, and unbounded power o.ver, 
others ; " that they " would not import slaves, or 
buy slaves imported by others." These illustri- 
ous statesmen framed the articles of association 
which united the colonies in one federative Union. 
Dy the second article of that bond of union, the 
slave trade was prohibite ^ ; and that prohibition 
of the inhuman traffic in man was sustained by 
the men of the North and the men of the South, 
and by the colonies of the North and of the South. 
Thus did the slave trade, which Jefferson after- 
wards, in the original draft of the Declaration, 
branded as an " execrable commerce," a " pirati- 
cal warfare," receive the coademoatioa of the 



men who accepted the bloody issues of civU war 
in defence of their perilled liberties. 

When the Declaration of Independence was 
proclaimed, nearly half a million of taen were 
held in bondage in America. Influenced by the 
rising spirit cf liberty, by the awakened sense of 
the natural rights of man, which had found ut- 
terance in the charter of independence, the 
Northern States early adopted measures tending 
to eniancipation. Nor were efforts for the eman- 
cipation of the bondmen con&ned to the North- 
ern States. Jefferson and Wythe, commissioned 
to revise the laws of Virginia, after the peace of 
1783, prepared a plan of gradual emancipation ; 
but timid counsels prevailed, and the Old Do- 
minion failed to take her place in the list of free 
Gommqhwealths. Timidity, the sordid spirit of 
gain, the lust and pride of the privileged class — 
not the humane sentiments of Washington and 
Henry, Jefferson and Wythe, Mason and Ran- 
dolph — controlled the policy of that great State. 
But Mr. Jefierson, in a letter to Dr. Price, of Eng- 
land, in 1T85, thus spoke of the cause of eman- 
cipation in Virginia : 

" This is the noxt State to which wo icay turn cm ©yts Tot 
tho tatarcsUng spectacle of justice t"i» cnnjiict tviih avance akd 
apprestiem — a conilict wherein tha sacred sMs is daily gaining 
recruits, from tbo inllux into offlco of young men grown up 
and growing up. llieso have sucked in the principles of lib- 
erly. as it wore, with their mothers' milk ; and it is to them 
I took with anxiety to tarn tbo fato of the question." 

When the Conventiou ossembled in May, 1187, 
to frame the Constitution of the United States, 
Massachusetts wag a free Commonwealth. The 
foot of the slave no longer pressed the rock of 
Plymouth, nor the hallowed sods of Lexington, 
Concord, or Bunker Hill. Other Northern States 
bad taken measures for ultimate emancipation ; 
but slavery, in its modified form, still lingered in 
the Noitb. In the whole country, nearly six hun- 
dred thousand human beings wrere held in ser- 
vitude J but these bondmen were only estimated 
at the average value of eighty dollars each ; and 
Elbrid 'je Gerry estimated the whole value of the 
slaves at that time, south of the Potomac, at 
§lO,OOi\000. Slavery existed ia each of the 
States I y the mere force of the laws, usages, and 
. regHlatit-ns, of the people of each State where it 
was recognised as a mere local institation. 

In that assemblage of illustrious statesmen, 
met to fi»mo n Constitution for a free people, 
were men whose wisdom in council and valor in 
the field bad carried the country through the 
fire of a revolutionary war. The baptism of free- 
dom, was on their brows, and its spirit burned 
in their bosoms. Over that assemblage of states- 
men presided the peerless Washington, who 
" wished as much as any man living to see sla- 
very abolished by legislative authority ; " and to 
" accomplish it by the only proper and effect- 
ive mode," his eufi'rage should never be want- 
ing." Franklin regarded slavery as "an atro- 
cious debasement of botnan nature," and he was 
prn>ared to " step to the verge of vested power 
to ai,scourage every species of traffic in the bodies 
of OUT fellow-men." Madison, whose name is for- 
ever associated with the Ooastit^tton of the U^ni- 
ted States, pronounced slavety '< a dreadful calam- 
ity," and he " thought it wrong U> admit in the 



Constitution the idea that there could be property 
in man." Gouverneur Morris, whose hand was 
to give tho finishing, form to tho work of the 
ConveuUon, denor ^ced slavery as " a nefarious 
institution." Lut,her Martin belioved that " God 
was Lord of all, viewing with equal eye the poor 
African slave and his American master : " and 
he would "authorize the General Government 
to make such regulations as should bo most ad- 
vantageous for the gradual abolition of slavery 
and the emancipation of the slaves which were 
already in the States." Elbridge Gerry " would 
Icavo slavery to be dealt with by the Stales, but 
he would give no sanction to it." Oliver Ells- 
worth believed " slavery would soon be only a • 
speck in the country." George Mason declared 
that slavery produced " tho most pernicious ef- 
fects on manners ; " that " every master of slaves 
is born a petty tyrant;" that "it brought the 
curse of Heaven on a country." Roger Sherman 
" would not tax slaves, because it would imply 
that they were property." Rufus King would by 
organic law enact that " slavery shall be forever 
prohibited" in the western Territories. Alex- 
ander Hamilton, James Wilson, Robert Morris, 
and other statesmen, whose nemes are imperish- 
ably associated with the constitutional history 
of tho Republic, have left in the records of the 
country their sentiments of hostility to slavery. 
The framers of the Constitution, like the mem^ 
bers of the first Congress, who branded the 
slave trade; the members of' tho Congress of 
1716, who declared that "all men are created 
equal ; " and the members of the Congress of 1787, 
who stamped the words " slavery shall be and is 
forever prohibited " ou every foot of the territory 
northwest of the Ohio, were hostile to the traffic 
in men, to the extension of slavery, and to its 
perpetuity in America. 

But there came into that Convention the rep- 
resi^ntatives ot ^ small hut powerfhl class, which 
clung, in South Carolina and Georgia, with re- 
lentless tenacity to the British slave-trading ana 
slave-extending and slave-perpetuating policy. 
In " complaisance to this class in South Carolina 
and Georgia," the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence had erased from the original draft 
of Jefferson the arraignment of the British mon- 
arch for " waging cruel war against human na- 
ture itself," " violating its most sacred rights of 
lif« and liberty in the persons of a distant peo- 
ple, who never offended him, captivating and 
carrying them into slavery in another bemis" 
phero." This class had broken the second articlf 
of the association of union, which prohibited the 
importation and the trafho in slaves ; and in that 
time of trial and of anxiety, when the men who 
had met undismayed the power of England on 
the perilous ridges of battle, trembled for the fu- 
ture of their country, the representatives of this 
slaveholding class of^ the eztreme South came 
into that council of patriotic statesmen, ready to 
peril the unity of the Republic, unless they could 
wring from the Convention tho power to continne 
the inhuman, lo&thsoc.e, and polluted trafilc in 
the muscles and bones of men— a traffic which 
Je.ferson branded as an " execrable commerce," 
and Madison pronounced " infernal." To silence 



b 



the clauiorouB demands of the Eutledges and 1 
Pinckneys, the Butlers and Baldwins — the rep- ] 
resentativea of this class — the Convention made i 
a compromise, by which they permitted the slave i 
trade to continue for twenty years longer, un- ( 
checked by national legislation, three-fitlhs of the '. 
slaves to be repiesented in the House, and a pro- • 
vision to be incorporated into the Constitution for i 
the rendition of persons owing service or labor in : 
one State, escaping into another. These conces- < 
sions were wrung from the Convention, not by > 
the power of the slaveholding class, but by iis 
weakness, rather ; by the fatal confidence of the 
statesmen of that day, that slavery would soon 
pass away under the influences of the ideas they 
had proclaimed and the institutions they had 
founded. The slave representation and the 
clause concerning fugitives from labor were 
then regarded as questions of little practical im- 
portance, while the authority wholly to extin- 
guish the slave traffic after 1808, and the inhi- 
bition of slavery by the ordinance of 1181 in the 
Northwest, were deemed fatal to the expansion 
and development of slavery and its malign in- 
Huences. 

The organisation of the Federal Government, 
under the Constitution, demonstrated the impo- 
tency of the slave perpetuists and the anti- 
slavery sentiment of the people. Washington 
was unanimously borno into the Presidency, and 
be had avowed it to be " among his Jirtt withes 
to see some plan adopted by which slavery in 
this country may be abolished by law." Adams 
was made Vice President, and he held that, 
" consenting to slavery is a sacrilegious breach 
of trust." Jefferson was made Secretary of State, 
and he had declared that " the abolition of do-' 
mestic slavery was the greatest object of de- 
sire ; " that " the whole commerce between mas- 
ter and slave is a perpetual exercise of the most 
boisterous passions — the most unremitting des- 
potism on the one part and degrading submis- 
sion on the other;" that " the statesman should 
be loaded with execration who, permitting ot^e 
half the citizens to trample on the rights of the 
other, transforms those into despots, and these 
into enemies, destroys the morals of the one part^ 
and the amor patrice of the other;" that be 
" trembled for his country when . he reflected 
that God was juot ; that his justice cannot sleep 
forever ; " that " the Altnighly has no attribute 
which cjin take side with us in such a contest." 
Uamilf in was placed at the head of the Treas- 
ury, and he was a member of an anti-slavery so- 
ciety in New York, where he united in a peti- 
tion for the emancipation of those who, " free by 
the laws of God, are held in slavery by the laws 
of the State." Jay was made Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court, and he believed slavery to 
be an " iniquity " — " a sin of crimson dye," and 
that ** our prayers to Heaven would be impious 
until we abolished it." And from the presidin- 
cy of an abolition society, this pure and stainless 
character was summoned bj Washington to pre- 
side over that highest judicial tribunal. Goa- 
verneur Morris believed that " slavery brought 
the curse of Heaven upon a country," and Wash- 
ington seat him to represent his Government at 



the Court of France. Madison, Gerry, Langdon, 
King, Ellsworth, Sherman, (Robert Morris, and 
other renowned statesmen, whose anti-sl&very 
sentiments were recorded in the history of the 
country, held seats in the Senate and House of 
Representatives. Those patriotic statesmen, into 
whose keeping the American people intrusted 
the new-formed Government, were committed, 
fully committed, against the slave traffic, the 
extension of slavery, and for the ultimate eman- 
cipation of slavery in all America. 

The foremost men of that day, not in the na- 
tional councils, were equally committed against 
the slave system. . They saw what Washington 
saw and expressed, " the direful effects of slavery." 
Patrick Henry declared that " it would rejoice 
his very soul, that every one of his fellow-beings 
was emancipated ; " that he " biilieved the time 
would come to abolish this lamentable evil ; " 
that he " would transmit to their descendants, 
together with their slaves, a pity for their un- 
happy lot, and an abhorrence of slavery." James 
Iredell, soon to be summoned by Washington to 
the bench of the Sapreme^Court, in the Conven- 
tion of North Carolina, avowed that " when the 
entire abolition of slavery takes place, it will be 
an event which must be pleasing to every gen- 
erous mind and every friend of human nature." 
The great Maryland lawyer, Luther Martin, de- 
clared " slavery is inconsistent with the genius 
of republicanism, and has a tendency to destroy 
those principles on which it is supported, as it 
lessens the sense of the equal rights of maTi&ind, and 
habituates tu to tyranny and oppression." William 
Pinkney also declared, that " nothing is more 
clear, than that the effect of slavery is to destroy 
that aEVEKEKCE Foa libebtv, which is thb vital 
PBiNciPLB OF A BEPUBMo ; " that "the dreary 
system of partial bondage is iniquitous and 
most dishonorable to Maryland;" that "by the 
eternal principles of natural justice, no niaster has 
a right to hold his slave in bondage a single hour." 
And this great jurist uttered these prophetic 
words, which we see fulfilled in this age : " If 
slavery continues fifty years longer, t<* effects 
will be seen in the decay of the spirit of liberty in 
the free Stales." 

The enduring records of the Republic willcarry 
down to after ages the sentiments of hostility to 
human bondage, uttered by the men w'ao, in de- 
fence of perilled liberty, defied the power, of the 
British E mpire, and gave independence to the 
North American Republic. The history of that 
age ia radiant with the glowing thoughts and 
burning words against African slavery, which 
British avarice planted on the virgin soil of the 
western world, ynder their inspiring words, 
emancipation societies sprang into being in the 
South a(id in the North, and the noblest names 
that grace the pages of our history were enrolled 
upon the records of these societies. A national 
anti-slavery society was orgaioized, and the bigh- 
eSt hopes of the patriot, th9 philanthropist, and 
the Christian, seemed in process of realization. 
Colored freemen, many of whom had perilled 
their lives on the stricken fields of the Bevoln*' 
tion, were allowed the rights of citixeaship in 
some of thQ States. In Maryland ftud N''' 
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Carolina tbey possessed this right, and yonng 
Tennessee, ia 1796, came into the Union with a 
Gcnstitution which permitted free colored men to 
exercise that high right cf citizenship. In New 
York, ChanccUer Robert It. Livingstou, one of 
the foremost men of bia age in America, reported 
against a bill referred to him for the gradual 
abolition of slaver j, because it did not give to the 
emancipated bondmen the full rights of citizen- 
ship and the right of sufiragc ; for they " could 
sot " he said, " be deprived of these essential 
rights without shocliing the principles of equal 
liberty, and laying the foundation of an aristoc- 
racy of the most dangerous and malignant kind, 
rendering; power permanent and hereditary in 
the hands of those persons who declare their 
origin through white ancestors only." Such 
were the liberal sentiments of n statesman of ex- 
alted character and large and varied experiences, 
who acted as a member of the committee to draft 
the Declaration of Independence, and as Secre- 
tary of Foreign Att'airs nnder the Confederation ; 
who administered the oath of ofKce to the first 
President, and negotiated the treaty for the ac- 
quisition of Louisiana- 

Tiiat slave power now compels pnblic men, niir- 
tnred«and reared amidst the influences of free in- 
stitulions, to hasten with alacrity to disavow past 
aentimcnts and opinions, to accept the dogmas 
of the slave propaganda, and to join in hunting 
down old comrades. That power has established 
in *he slave States a relentless despotism over 
the freedom of speech and of the prc!«s, and of 
correspondence through the mails. That power 
will not permit American citizens to entertain, 
utter, print, or circulate, sentiments and opinions 
concerning slavery, which were avowed by Jef- 
ferson, Henry, Maaou, and the greirt i.ien of Vir-» 
ginia of the Revolutiouary era, or even by Mc- 
Dowell, Summers, and Randolph, in the Conven- 
tion ct 1E30. Tbe American citizen, living under 
a Coustitation which guaranties free speech, 
holds that right subject to arbitrary laws or to 
the lawless acta of brutal mobs. George Fitz- 
bugb, ono of the apostles of slavery, tbe author 
of a work on " The Failcbb oy Fbkb Eociety," 
in which he avows the doctrine that " slavery, 
BLACK on WQITB, is right and necessary," now 
declares, with regard to the right of private 
iudgmeut, freedom of speech, freedom of tl^e 
pri^ss, and freedom of religion," that "the South 
takes care to tramoiel these sterner rights (so 
called) quite aa efficiently, by an aostere pnblic 
opinion, as Louis Napoleon does by law, or by 
mere volition ; " that ** we propose to deter men 
ft'om Applying the axe to th<( root of our South- 
ern i&iitttutions^ (tbat is, by discussions or reear- 
ring to * fundamental principles,') first by moral 
vaasion or monition, next oy tar and feathers, 
and, that failing, by the halter." 

Sir, what a humiliating spectacle does the Re- 
public now present to the gaze of mankind! I 
apeak not of the milliona of beings sunk from 
the lofty level of a common humanity down* to 
tbe abject lubmissioa of anreMoning beasts of 
bnrdea, nor of the laws that shrivel the mind 
and debase the soul of the bondman ; but I speak 
of tbe deeds of lawleatness and inbamasity 



against free American citizens — deeds which 
shock every manly bosom. The mails daily 
bring us intelligence of the lawless deeds of bru- 
tal mobs, of the indignities perpetrated upon 
freemen guilty of no crime, unless it bo a crime, 
in 18G0, to cling to the opinions of the fathers 
of the Republic. The Post Office Department, 
the Postmaster General tells us, " pervades every 
channel of commerce and every theatre of human 
enterprise ; and while visiting, as it does kindly, 
every fireside, mingles with the throbbings of 
almost every heart in the land. In the ampli- 
tude of its beneficence, it ministers to all climes 
and creeds and pursuits, with tbe same eager 
readiness and with equal fullness of fidelity." 
This Post Office Department, in nearly half 
the States, is at the mercy of the stupidity or 
prejudice of postmasters, maddened by slavery 
fanaticism, and the correspondence of tbe people 
and the public journals may be esaminud, seized, 
and destroyed, by these censors of despotism; 
and this may be and lis done under tbe. open 
sanction of the Administration. Families are 
banished from their heartbs and homen. Free 
colored men are forced to break the holy ties of 
kindred, seek homes among strangers, or be 
doomed to perpetual slavery, by laws which 
" propose," in the words of Judge Catron, of the 
Supreme Court, io commit an outrage, to perpe- 
trate an opprtssion and crutlly." Surety there is 
no country in Christendom — no, not one — where 
the freemen of the United States are exposed to 
such insults, such indignities, such lawless op- 
pressions, as in the slaveholding States of this 
Democratic Republic. The President calls our 
attention to the outrages perpetrated upon 
American citizens in Mexico. There is, sir, more 
security for tbe citizens of Massachusetts, for the 
eighteen million people of tbe North, in revolu- 
tionary Mexico, rent and torn by civil war, than 
in the slaveholding States. More insults, indig- 
nities, and outrages, have been heaped upon 
freemen in tbe slave States, during the past one 
hundred days, than have been perpetrated upon 
American citizens in Mexico during fdl tbe 
changes and revolutions and civil strifes which 
have marked the forty years of her independent 
existence. 

Mr. President, the statesmen of the South, in 
this Chamber and in the other wing of the Cap- 
itol, frankly admit that a revolution concerning 
slavery has been wrought in tbe public senti- 
ment of tbe slaveholding States. This admitted 
revolution in the sentiments of the people of the 
South has wrought the change in the policy of 
the slave iStates and of the National Govern- 
ment now BO unmistakably manifest. How did 
the ^.laveholdiog class— a mere handful of men 
in this nation of twenty-six million freemen- 
work this change in the policy of the nation ; a 
change which the sense of justice, the lore of 
liberty, the humaoe and Christian sentiments of 
the age, condemn? How did this small, and, so 
far as nnmbera are concerned, insignificant class 
of tlavebblders, achiere over the councils of Re- 
publican AmericA an influence so potential ? 

This slaveholding class, which shapes and 
fashionc at it* pleasaro the policy of the G«q- 
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cral Govcrumont, was borne into power by the 
Democratic party ; and it is this day upheid in 
power by the. Democratic party. Acquiring the 
ascendency iu the Democratic party, this privi- 
leged class has imposed its hateful dogmas upon 
that party, compelling it to carry its flag, to fight 
its battles, and to bear the crushing burden of 
its crimes against the rights of human nature. 
Democrats cf the free States, men born under the 
iDspiring influences of free institutions, taught 
in free schools, instructed in free churches, have, 
during the last fiite^n years, borne tbe banners 
of slavery extensl;>n, and often ingloriously fall- 
en under the consuming wrath of a betrayed and 
indignant people. The Democracy of the North 
is as much the instrument of the slave power for 
extending, upholding, and perpetuating human 
slavery in America, as is tbe army of the Empe- 
ror of Austria in maintaining his despotic role 
in Hungary and Venetia. 

Sir, when the army returned from Mexico, 
bringing with it the title-deeds to half a million 
square miles of free soil, the people of tbe free 
States desired it to bo consecrated forever to 
freedom and free institutions. The Democracy 
of tbe North, obedient to the ^>opular will, gave 
their support to the policy of slave prohibition ; 
but the slave power imperiously demanded the 
abandonment of the principle of slave inhibition, 
and Democracy obeyed tbe peremptory mandate, 
abandoned tbe JefPerson proviso, and organized 
Utah and New Mexico without dn^ guaranties 
for freedom. The slave power, in' the hour of 
its triumph in its territorial policy, required a 
new fugitive slave law ; and the Northern De- 
mocracy consented to the enactment of a law 
which violated every legal guaranty of freemen, 
shocked the aense of justice, and put in jeopardy 
the liberties of freemen, of which tbe legal rights 
of the poorest and the humblest outweigh the 
interests of every slaveholder in America. In 
1854, the slave propagtindists demanded tbe re- 
peal of the prohibition of slavery in Kansas and 
Nebraska ; and the Democracy, in complaisance 
to the slave power, repealed that prohibition. 
Five thousand armed men of Missouri marched 
into Kansas, seized tbe ballot-boxes, elected a 
Territaria.1 Legislature, planted slavery, enacfycd 
inhuman and unchristian laws for its support. 
Tbe slave power demanded the enforcement of 
^hose arbitrary enactments by the General Gov- 
ernment, and President Pierce upheld them with 
the bayonets of the ermy; and in this be wag 
supported by tho Democracy of the North. The 
slave power demanded that Governor Walker 
and Sccretacy Stanton should bo removed for 
exposing the pro-slavety frauds of the October 
election of 1657 ; and President Buchanan forced 
Walker to resign, and removed Stanton, who 
would not bend; and the Democracy of the 
North upheld the action of the P:«8ideat. 

To crown tbe long series of outrages upon the 
people of Kansas, the slave power demanded that 
Congress sbould force the tecompton Constita> 
tion, the product of fraud and violence, upon an 
unwilling and protesting people ; and tbe De- 
mocracy of tbe North, with few exceptions, re- 
sponded to tSutt infamous demaod. The sla^e 



power requires the abandonment of the doctrine, 
that the people of a Territory can legislate against 
slavery, and the acceptance of the dogma that 
the Constitution protects slavery as property in 
the Territoriea ; and the leaders of the Democ- 
racy of the Norih in this Chamber, with two or 
three exceptions, accept this new creed, which 
makes every foot of the Territories of the Repub- 
lic slave soil. The acknowledged chiefs of the 
slave power are demanding a national slave code 
for the Territories ; and already the aspiring 
leaders of th - Democracy of the North are hasteo' 
ing to give assurances that they are prepared U 
acquiesce in that extraordinary demand. The 
chiefs of the slave propaganda are turning theLi 
lustful eyes to Cuba, Central America, and Mexico 
for territory in which to plant slavery ; for thoy 
hold, that in whatever territory, acquired or to 
be acquired, the flag of the Union waves, slavery 
for the African, and not freedom for all men, is 
inscribed on its folds. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. Brown,] one of tbe acknowledged 
leaders of tho slaveholding class, declares to his 
constituents, with tbe frankness that marks his 
character : 

" Itoant Cuba ; I want Tamanllpas, Potosl, and one or two 
other Mexican States ; and / vxtnt them, ail for the same rea- 
ton— for Vie planting and spreading of slavery. And a footing 
ill Ccutral Amerioa will powerfully aid lu in acquiring tlioso 
other States. Yes ; / want these emmtries for the sprtaA cf 
slavery. I would eprc&d tbe blcsEings of sUveiy , li%e the re- 
ligion of cur JHpine Master, to the uttermost cndii of tba 
earth; ami, rchcllions and wicked as the Yankees bavo / 
been, Iwiuld even extend it to them." 

These dreams of empires in which to plant 
slavery fill the minds of the leaders of the slave 
propaganda ; and th& President, in asking author- 
ity to march the army into Mexico, and the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana, [Mr. Sudeli.,] in pressing 
bis Cuba scheme, are acting in response to these 
ideas of conquest and acquisition. Up to this 
hour, tbe slave propagandists have never made a 
requisition npon the Northern Democrats which 
has not been complied with, although many of 
them have sealed their ready serviUty with po- 
litical martyrdom. 

Sir, to arrest the aggressive policy of tbe slavo 
propaganda, which ii> perverting the Constitu- 
tion, subverting the institutions, disturbing the 
repose of the country, endangering the stabill^ 
of the Union, and bringing reproach upon tbe 
American name ; and to restore the Government 
to the policy of its illoatrious founders, an ot^gao- 
ization has been formed, which calls itself the 
Republican party. This party, which embraces 
in its organization a million and a half of intelli- 
gent and patriotic fisemen, proclaims no sew 
doctrine; it proposes no new ezperiideats. Upon 
tbe great and overshadowing question of slaverf 
in America, the Republican party accepts tbe 
doctrines of tbe Revolutionary fathers of the 
North and of tbe Smith. The Republican party 
sees, as Washington saw, " the direftd effeeU of 
tlavery ; " it believes, with Henry, that ^'utavay 
it a lamentable eril;" with Luther Martin, that 
" tlavery uincmmtetUmihihegmimofKtftAUem^ 
ittn ; " will Madison, that " tlavrry it a dreadful 
calamity; " that " imbecility it ever attendmt vpon 
a country filled with tlavei ; " with Monroe, that 
" slavery hat preyed vj>on ike very vitalt efthe Unions 



and hat hetn prejudicial to aU the State* in which it 
hat txitted." Ooncttrrlng in these opinions of 
tbcso illntftrioaa patriots and Btatosmea of tho 
South, tho Republican party proposes to preserve 
the vast territorial poaseaslonB of the Republic 
from " the direful eiTects " of thin <' drendful ca- 
( lamity " whioli '* has preyed upon the vitals of 
the TJnlon," fay applying to, and engraving upon, 
those Territorial possessions these vrords, " ela- 
very thall be and la forkvbb prohibited;" words 
-which came from the pen of Jefferson, wore em- 
bodied in the ordinance of 1787, and stamped on 
every foot of the virgin sods of tho Northwest. 

Believing freedom to bo national, and slavery 
to be local and sectional, " a uiere municipal 
xeguliiktion," in the words of the Supreme Court, 
** fouuded upon and limited to the verge of the 
State law," for which the people of each State 
that tolerates it are alone responsible, the Repub- 
lican patty joins issue witli the soctionalized 
Democracy, which, under the lead of men whose 
Tital and animating principle is the propagation 
of slavery, accepts the monstrous dogma that 
slavery, by virtue of the Oonstitution, exists in 
all the Territories. Accepting this doctrine, the 
Democracy repealed the prohibition of slavery in 
Kansas and Nebraska, and resists all Congres- 
Biouftl action. Accepting this doctrine, the De- 
mocracy in ti;ose Territories resist Territorial acts 
to prohibit slavery, and Government officials veto 
their enactme:;t8. Accepting this doctrine, the 
Democratic Legislature of New Mexico, under 
the lead uf Democratic Government officials, 
prompted by Mr. Otkbo, the Democratic Dele- 
gate, " at the solicitation of General B. Davis, of 
Mississippi," have enacted a brutal and bloody 
slave code. Already the DemocraUc chiefs of 
the slave power ore demanding the enactment of 
fir slave code by Congress, and the leaders of the 
Democracy are hastening to give them assurances 
that " if," in the words of the Vice President, 
" this constitutional right to hold slaves as prop- 
erty in the Territories cannot be enforced for 
want of proper legislation to enforce it, sufficient 
legislation must be passed, or our Government 
is a failure." 

Rejecting the dogmas accepted by the Democ- 
racy, and holding, with the Republican fathers, 
that slavery cannot exist in the Territoriss ex- 
cept by positive law, and that Congress and the 
people of the Territories may exclude it, the Re- 
publican party takes issue with the national 
Democracy, and appeals to the intelligent patriot- 
ism of the country. It appeals, not to the local 
juad temporary interests ef sections, but to the 
5i>8ting interests of the whole country ; not to the 
jpkssions and pride of classes, but to the sober 
jtt'dgment, the sense of justice, the love of liber- 
ty, acd the htunane and Christian sentiments of 
. idl classes. 

Su:, in the progress of the contests of the past 
Eix y&asB between the interests of slave labor and 
the rights of free labor in tho infant empires we 
are creating in the West, the power of the North- 
em Democracy has been broken, and its leaders 
have iogloriousiy fallen. Falling in the great 
battle of " JTJSTICH is confhct," in the words of 
Mr. JefEerson, " wixa avabicb asd oppekssion," 



the once powcrfhl cbiofs of (hoKorth6rn Democ- 
racy are forced to submit to tho bitter mortiilca- 
tion of realizing not only their lost power, but 
their loss of influenco in the councils of tho par- 
ty they have so faithfully followed. Tho organ- 
ization of tho committees in this Chamber can- 
not but remind the Northern Democratic Sen- 
ators, who yet linger here, of their waning power 
over the legislation of the country, over their 
poliiical associates ; and their duty to follow 
rather than to lead ; to receive orders rather thou 
to give them. Now, tho leaders of the Demo- 
cratic party, the men who dictate its principles 
and shape its policy, are in tho South. Well 
might Mr. Kbitt boastlngly say, as he did on a 
recent occasion to the people of South Carolina, 
" issues have been made which have tried the 
Democratic party ; " " its Northern hosts have 
melted away ; " " as the Northern wing declined, 
the Southern wing strengthened ; " '* the slavery 
agitation has weakened the party nt the North 
and strengthened it at the S^uth ; " " the whole 
machinery of tho party has fallen into the hands 
of the South," and " the South has the general 
conlrol of the Democratic party." 

Having, Mr. President, forced the Northern 
Democrats, by threats of political proscription, to 
repudiate the principle of slavery rcbtriction in 
the Territories ; having forced Mr. Calhoun's dog- 
maupontheDemocraticorganization ; having won 
the " general control," and secured the " whole 
machinery," of the Democratic party, these South- 
ern leaders of the slave Democracy, now masters 
of the Government, are pleased to assume that 
the policy of the Republican party, sanctioned, 
as it has been, by the great statesmen of the past, 
of the North and South, is a policy of aggression 
upon the South ; and that its success in 1860 
will be cause for the dissolution of the Union 
and the overthrow of the Republic. The chiefs 
of the slave propaganda, the accepted leaders of 
the Democratic party, in the public press, in the 
forum of the people, in the St&te Legislatures, 
and in these Chambers, are predicting disunioui 
arguing disunion, and threatening disunion. 
Every breeze from the South is burdened with 
these disunion predictions, arguments, and 
threats. In these Chambers our ears are fatigued 
with listening to these disloyal, unpatriotic, revo- 
lutionary, but, thank God, impotent avowals I That 
some of the actors in this bho^ r abce now being 
played before the nata :;n are in earnest, that they 
would shiver the Union "from turret to founda- 
tion stone," no one who has watched their turbu- 
lent career can for a moment doubt ; but the 
vigor of their blow is not equal to the vehemence 
of their desire. These actors have before shown 
that they are' quite prudent enough to " let / darn 
not wait upon / would," This disdkiom fakcb, 
which the leaders of the slave-exteriding, slavC" 
perpetuating Democracy, have put upon the na- 
tional stage, and through ihe parts of which, so 
many actors are moving with such tragic strut, 
is intended to startle and appal the timid, make 
the servility of the servile still more abject, rouse 
the selfish instincts of that nerveless conservatism 
which has ever opposed every useful reform, and 
wailed over every rotten institution as it fell ; 



and thus, throogli tne cowardly foars and BelT- 
isbacss of tho optimists and quietlsts, retain tlieir 
graep on power. Sir, wo shall see whether this 
disloyal conspiracy will alarm tho eighteen mil- 
lion Northern freemen ; whether tho actors in 
this disunion farce will plsy a winning game ; or 
whether tho insulted patriotism cT the country, 
North and South, will not rebuke thid exhibition 
of madness and folly, and dismiss these actors 
from tho service of that Union they threaten to^ 
Bubvcrt and destroy. 

But this is not, sir, tho first time this farce of 
disunion has been played. When the Republi- 
can party sprung into being in 1856, to arrest the 
aggressions of slavery, lo redress tho wrongs of 
tho people of Kansas, the leading presses and 
politicians of the Democracy in the South then 
predicted, argued, and threatened, the dissolu- 
tion of the Union, if Fremont should be elected. 
Tho success of this disunion ^ lay in 1856, as 
well as their own "yawning ueed" in 1860, 
may have prompted tho Democratic managers 
to put the old farce upon the stage, in the impo- 
sing form now witnessed. 

Now, Mr. President, I intend to place before 
the Senate, and, as fAr as I can, before the patri- 
otic, liberty-loving, and Union-loving men of the 
free States, the predictions of disunion, the argu- 
ments for disunion, and the menaces of disunion, 
made by some of the presses and some of the 
men in the intercuts of slavery — presses that are 
the exponents of, and men who are the acknowl- 
edged leaders of, the sectionalized, slave-extend- 
ing Democracy. I want the people of Massa- 
chusetts and of the country to see that the po- 
litical secessionists and disunionists are the 
trusted exponents and the accepted leaders of 
the National Democracy. I want the alarmed 
conservatives of the North, who hasten into 
Union-saving meetings, to see and to realize 
that the men who are now blurting their disun- 
ion sentiments into the unwilling ear of a loyal 
people, ore the leaders of that party which they 
by their shrinking timidity are upholding In 
power. I want the deluded masses of the North- 
ern Democracy to see the hypocrisy, the arrant 
cowardice, of their leodiers at home, who are fa- 
tiguing the weary ear of the country with their 
worn-out professions of love and devotion to the 
Union, while they dare cot rebuke the disloyal 
avowals and menaces of the leaders they follow 
with craven soul and fettered lip. 

When, Mr. President, the Republican party, 
summoned into being and into action in 1856, 
by the aggressions of slavery, by the crimes 
against the people of Kansas, appealed in tones 
as earnest as ever issued from human lips to the 
American people, to their sense of justice, their 
love of liberty, their emotions of humanity, and 
their sentiments of patriotism, to all that is 
highest, noblest, and holiest, in human nature, to 
rescue tlie Government, arrest slavery extension, 
•rediess the wrongs of the people, and give re- 
pose to tho country, by restoring the Govern- 
ment to the policy of Washington and Jefferson, 
Democratic presses and Democratic leaders, 
whose vital and animating principle is the propa- 
gation and expansion of human elavoiy on the 



North American continent, raised the startling 
war-cry of disunion. Timid and selfish conser- 
vatism, which saw, unmoved, liberty cloven 
down in a distant Territory, and beard the im- 
ploring appeals for protection of freemen whose 
sacked and burning cabins illumed the midnight 
skies, shrank appalled when it heard this cry of 
disunion, opened its long purse, and continued 
the destinies of tho country in the keeping of 
men who avowed their intention to ruin if they 
could not rule it. 

Sir, when that uncertain contest was going on, 
when the election of Fremont seemed .to the 
leaders of tho Democracy not only possible, but 
probable, the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Sm- 
DELi.,] one of the most skillful leaders of the 
slave Democracy — tho acknowledged friend and 
champion of Mr. Buchanan — declared to the 
country that " if Fremont should bo elected,' the 
Union would be disssolved." Tb'i bold, dash- 
ing, and out-spoken Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
Toombs] declared, with emphasis, that " if Fre- 
mont was elected, the Union would be dissolved, 
and ought to be dissolved." The Senator from 
Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] then, as now, at the head 
of the Oommittee on Foreign Affairs, who avow- 
ed on the floor of tho Senate 'ihat " the South 
has the right to the natural expansion of slavery 
as an element of political power," declared in a 
public letter that unless the aggression upon the 
rights of the South, as he was pleased to desig- 
nate the resistance of the people of the North 
against slavery extension, ceased, he wea for 
" the separation of these States." Mr. Butler, of 
South Carolina, then a lending member of the 
body, which placed him at the head of the im- 
portant Committee on the Judiciary, said : 

" Wben Fremont is elected, wo must rely upoa what wa 
have — a good State Government. Every Governor of tho 
South should call the Lcgislaturo of his State together, stnd 
have measures of tho South decided upon. Jff they did not, 
and tubmiUed to (Ae degradation, Oiey toovld deserve the fale 
of slaves. I shmM advise my Legislature U> go at the lap of 
the drum." 

Sir, I might quote other declarations of Sena- 
tors, in which these ideas are expressed; but I 
must pass on. In the House, as the records will 
bear evidence, these sentiments were profusely 
uttered by the men who upheld the course of op- 
pression in Kansas, and dictated the policy of 
the Democratic party. Mr. Eeitt, in a fier/, and 
vehement speech to the people of Lynchourg, 
Yir^nia, exclaimed, in view of the apprehended 
election of Fremont : 

" I tell you now, that if FTemont is elected, adhererux to 
the Union is treason to liberty. [Jjaud cheers.] I tell you now, 
that the Southern man .vho will suhmit to his elactioa is a 
trailor and a coward. [Enltausiastic cheers.] " 

T^is speech, so contemptuous, so defiant to- 
wards the people of the North, so emphatic in 
its avowals of disunion, was promptly endorsed 
as " sound doctrine" by John B. FJoyd, now Mr. 
Buchanan's Secretary of War — a gentleman of 
whom the Boston Fott, the leading Administra- 
tion organ in New England, in 1850, said, 
"henceforth he must be treated as a diounionist, 
and the most dangerous of them all." In the 
autumn of 1856, Mr. Brooks, of South Carolina, 
received from the people of his district an ova- 
tion. Sentttor Butler and the Senator from 



GcoTgift [Mr. TooMua] attended, and otber 
SoQthern Democratic loaders sent applauding 
letters. To the assembleQ people of his district, 
Mr. Brooks said : 

*' Wo liavo tho I88UO npon us now ; ond liow oro wo to 
moot ilT 1 tell you, Wlow-cltlzrns, from tho bottom of my 
hoftrl, tlmt tlio only modo which I think avalliiblo for moci- 
hig It »■« jitrt to tear the Cunstitutxm of y.c UntieiX ,?'q(<!j, tram- 
yle it un^er^aat, andforvx aSotUham Confederacy, every Siaie 
(f which mil 6e a tHvehalding Stale. [U»ud nod prolonged 
choors.] I bcllovo It, na 1 stand in tho I'aco of my Maker ; I 
boliovo 11 on my rcsiwuslblllty to you oa your honored Ucp- 
roscntatlvo, fhnt the (mly hope of ttu: South is in tlie SuuOi,. 
and that the only availaUe meanr of maiciuff that hope tffcclive 
<• (0 cttfaiunder ihebmdtlhat lie ••4U)g(th«r,and lake tmr lep- 
arale porition in thefamilji if nalunu. Xhouo i\ro my opin- 
ions. They bavo always bocn my opinions. / have l>een a 
di*unioniafnm the time I could think.'' * * * 

" Now, follow -citlicns, I hav» told you very frankly and 
tindlsgulsodly that I boUovo the only hope qf the South m in 
dimUving the bonds which conned iu xnlli the Oovamment-~in 
teparaiing the living bodyfrmn the dead carcass. If 1 was tho 
cotnroanuor of an army, /n«t>er wovM pott a ..tntinel wlu> 
wmU tut tioear that lUivery is right.'' * * * 

■"I speak on my Individual rcsponBlblUty : ]f Fremortl>e 
eladed Prnidmt if the United Stales. Jam for the people in 
their tmj/ei(y riling abwe the law and leaders, taking the power 
into their own haniU, goina by concert wnotbj) concert, and 
laying'the strong arm (f Smtherrt freeme:* upon the Treasury 
and archives cf (A« OmxrvmiaA. [Applause.] ' ' 

These emphatic avowals of disunion were ap- 
plauded by the people xrho had, by a unanimous 
TOte, sustained hia action, end commissioned him 
to speak for them in this Oapitol. Well might 
the Charleston Mercury declare, as it has, that — 

" Vpm thepoticy of dissolving the Union, of separating the 
Srmthfrom hcr.yortliem enemies, and establishing a Southern 
Cot^eaeracy, parties, presses, polUiciaM, and people, were a 
vnU. 2 litre %s not a single public man in her limits, ml one 
of herpresen\. RepresenMyoes or Senators in Congress, who is 
not pilmged to the lips in favor of disunion. Indeed , wc well 
remember that onu of the tuoKt prominent leaders of tho co- 
operatioE party, whca taunted with submission, rebuked the 
thought by saying, ' that in opposing secession, he only took a 
ftqpbackuxmitostrikeabUna more deadly against the Union.' " 

Sir, ibe erratic, aspiring, blustering Wise, who 

" would introduce slavery into the heart of the 

North," who " would allow slavery to pour itself 

out without restraint, and find no limit but the 

Southern ocean," in the antumn of 1856, told the 

people of Virginia that — * 

" The South could not, without degradation, submit to tho 
election of a Black Bepublican Prosidcnt. To tell mo wo 
Ghould submit to the election of a Black Republican, under 
circumstances like these, is to toll mo that Virginia and tho 
fourteen slave States are already subjugated and degraded, 
[cheors ;] that tho Southern people are without spirit, .-md 
without purpose to defend the rights they know and daro not 
maint^. [Cheers.] If you submit to tho election of Fre- 
mont, you will prove what Seward and Burlingamo caid, to 
bo true— that the South cannot be kicked out of tho Union." 

He avowed his readiness to put the militaTy 
force of Virginia npon a war footing; and he 
gave the valorous assurance to bis disunion as> 
fiociates, that " the chivalry " of Virpnia " would 
hew its bright way thrdugh all opposing legions." 
■Rumor said, and I believe truly, that this Demo- 
mocratic aspirant to the Presidency held coi*res- 
pondence with Southern Governors, to concert 
measures preparatory to disunion ; that he and 
his disunion compeers organized a plot to eeize 
the arsenal at Harper's Feny, to take possession 
of the navy yard at Norfolk, and inaugurate re- 
bellion, revolution, and disanion, in the event of 
Fremont's success. 

The Washington correspondent of the New Or- 
leans Delta, a journal high in the con&dence of 
the Pierce administration, wrote : 



"Itlsatrondynrrangod, In tho event oi" FrtTnnnt's rioc- 
tlon, or ft IWluro to oloot fey tho people, to call Uio l.cgiHla- 
turcs of Virginia, iiouth Carolina, and tii'or(ji», to cunci'i t 
moufluros to wlllidraw ftom tho Union boloi o ri ommii r.in 
gut poBBCBslon of tho army and navy and tho imrsii-sirlups 
of Government. Gaw.mor Wise it adicely at work aireculii in 
the maUer, The South can rely on the I'ri'jiilent in the emer- 
gency contemjAaied. Tlio <i»OHlIon now Ih, whulhor Ihi poo- 
plo of tho South will sustain tboir loaders." 

Mr. Corry, of Ohio, reports Mr. Banks, of Vir- 
ginia, as having said to him, a few days after 
the election in 1856, that — 

" Tlic South would liavo dissolvod tho Union if rromont 
had boon cloctod I'rcBidcnt of tho Unllod SUitos ; thut (Jov- 
ernor Wise and tho Virginia loaders were roudy to Uiku tho 
Culd— march on WaBhInglon, doposo tho Fodonil oincois, 
take tho Treasury, archlvoBjhulldingH.gromidSj&c. — rloclaro 
tho Conftiderntlon de facto overthrown. Ho biiI<1 tho thing 
would have been easy ; there woro thirty thousand men 
ready ; twoi.ly thousand cavalry : sets of ucccouiremcnta : 
that tho public mind was Rulllclontly excited to ovurcomo all 
domoBllc roslstancu, and that they could whin tho North In 
tho Oght." 1 

A Union meeting was recently held at Knox- 
ville, Tennessee. At this meeting, Judge Baily, 
recently of Georgia, submitted a series of resolu- 
tions as an amendment to the resolutions of the 
committee, and made an extreme Southern 
speech in support of them. In this speech, he 
said that — 

" During tho Presidential contest, Oov. Wiso had addressed 
letters to all tho Southern Governors, and that tlie one to the 
Ooyermr of Florida had been i/ioiw him, in which Gov. iriw 
said Uial he had an army in readinesslo prevent i'ranontfrvm, 
takifig his seal if/ilected, and asking tho co-opcratloa of those ) 
to wcom he wroto." 

Evidence of the disloyal, revolutionary, and 
treasonable course of Henry A. Wise is also fur- 
nished by Charles J. Faulkner, late Representa- 
tive of the Harper's Ferry district, chairman of 
the Congressional Democratic Committee in 185C, 
and now Minister to France. At a Democratic 
meeting recently held in Virginia, over which 
Mr. Faulkner presided, he said : 

" When that noble and gall-mt bod of Virginia, Henry ^V. \ 
Wise, declared, as was Ba*d ho did In October, 1856, that, if 
Fremont should be elp'-.tcd, lot would seize the natio:<ai. ar- 
senal AT Haui'Ee's VEh RY , ho w few would , at that time , bay o 
Justified so bold and decided a measure ? It is the firlune of 
some great and gifted tntnd^ to see far in advance <>y their co- 
temporaries. Should William H, Seward bo elected in 1860, 
whcro is tho taau now In our midst who would not call for , 
the impeachment of a Governor of Virginia who would silently I 
suffer thai armory to pass under the control of sucA on Ezeoj,- / 
tiveheadf" ' 

This " noble and galltnt son of Virginia," who, 
in 1856, " saV far in advance of his cotempora- 
ries," who was ready, if Fremont had been elect- 
ed, *' to seize tLe arsenal at Harper's Ferry," is 
now looking with hungry eye to the Charleston 
Convention, and is now the applauded and favor- 
ite hero of a class of men in the North, who are 
stammering into the ears of a doubting people 
their uxorious love of the Union ; and this Demo- 
cratic orator, who would demand the impeach- 
ment of a Governor of Virginia,' if he sbcf.M per- 
mit the arsenal at Harper's Ferry to pass under 
the control of William H. Sewakd, if elected to 
the Presidency, is nominated by a Democratic 
President, and confirmed by the united voice of 
the Democratic Senators, to represent the Repub- 
lio at the Court of Louis Napoleon. This Demo- 
Ciratic Administration, and this Dt>mocratie par- 
ty, which invokes the support of the Union-lov- 
ing, conservative men of the free States, send to 
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tlio proudoot monftrchy of tbo Old World tlioipan 
who ullciud t^is insurrcotibnarj and disloyal 
sciititnunt. Yes, sir; Democrats, with tbo ac- 
cents uf Union upon their lips, saDCtion the ap- 
pointnu'ut of ii man who is avowedly in favor of 
civil wiir and disunion. Lot the real friends of 
law, 01' Older, of tho unity of the ilepublic, mark 
and rciacmbor this want of fidelity to tho Union, 
by tho Administration and the men who lead tbo 
Democratic party, 

yir, the Uichmond Enquirer, tho leading Demo- 
cratic organ south of tbo Potomac, during the 
canvass of 1856, avowediy advocated disunion. 
That expouont of tbo slave Democracy said : 

" .Siimucr, niul Sumncr'fl friends, muRt bo punlshod and 
Bilcncc! KiHicr such wretches mtiBt bo hung or put lii tho 
iioalluDtiary , or the &uth should prepare at onco to quit tho 
Union." 

'■11' Fremont Is cloctod, tho Union will not last an hour 
nflor Mr. I'inrcc'H term oxplroa." 

" IfKromuiii, is cloctod, It will bo tho duty or tho South to 
dissolve tlio Union and form a Soulhorn Confederacy." 

"Lot the South present a compact and uudivided n-ont. 
Let her, Ifjiossiblo, detach I'onnsylvanU and Bouthcrn Ohio, 
southern In*:i:tnii, and southern Illinois, from the North, and 
mnko tho highlands between tbo Ohio and tho l.'ilccs tho divi- 
ding lino. lx!t 'tho South treat with Culirornia : and, if no- l 
cessary, ally herself with Russia, with Cuba, and Brazil." / 

Sir, this journal, which, during the canvass, 
had avowed tbo rankest disunion sentiments — 
this journal, which had been the trumpet of the 
alarmists, after the election bad been won by the 
aid, the " material aid," of alarmed and quaking 
conservatism, very naively announced to the vic- 
tims ol this disunion panic that " Governor Wise 
threatened disunion only to save the Union ! " Yes, 
sir ; the valiant Wise, ready to put tho military 
force of bis dominions on a war footing; ready to 
hew bis bright way through all opposing legions ; 
ready to seize Harper's Ferry, " only threatened 
disunion to save the Union ! " Patriotic Wise I 
'who, in view of the sagacious patriotism of that 
" noble and gallant eon of Virginia," will not ac- 
cept the tribute of the admiring Faulkner, that 
" it is tho fortune of some great and gifted minds 
to see fur in advance of their cotemporaries ? 
May not shivering, despairing conservatism in- 
dulge the faint hope that other " noble and gal- 
lant sons of Virginia " aLd of the sunny South 
may, in humble imitation of the far-seeicg Wise, 
be "threatening disunion only to save the 
Union?" 

We art, entering, Mr. President, upon another 
Presidential election ; another great struggle for 
supremacy in the national councils between the 
opposing forces of slavery extension and slavery 
restriction. The nation once more presents to 
mankind "the interesting spectacle of jus- 
tice in conflict with avarice and oppression." 
This " conflict " is stirring the country to its pro- 
foundest depths. Conecious of their waning 
power, the advocates of slavery expansion are 
again haughtily menacing the dissolution of the 
Union in the event of their defeat by tho people. 
Again, in the public press, in assemblages of the 
people, in State Legislatures, and in these Cham- 
bers, disloyal and revolutionary tbraats are made, 
to intimidate the people. 

Sir, the Senator from Greorgia, before the meet- 
ing of Congress, boasted before the people of bis 
State, that " the proud and enviable condition of 



tbo poor men in tho South, compared to the de- 
graded WHITS SLAVES OF 'tUR NORTII, is OWing tO 

tho existence of Africar slavery in the South." 

Mr. IVERSOX. Will tho Senator allow mo to 
ask which Senator from Georgia bo refers tit ? 

Mr. AVILSON. Tho Senator who is now on 
the floor. 

Mr, IVERSON. Then, that is a mistake. I 
never used any such language. 

Mr. WILSON. I quoted it from a Georgia pa- 
per, which published it at tho lime. 

Mr. IVERSON. I deny it positively. My speech 
is on record and in print. Tho gentleman shall 
have a copy of it, if he wants one. 

Mr. WILSON. It was a speech made in Geor- 
gia during the summer. 

Mr. IVERSON. I made no such declaration as 
tthat. Whai, I did say was simply this : that the 
condition of African slavery at the South ele- 
vated tho poor white man ; but I did not speak 
of the poor people of the North as slaves, by any 
means. 

Mr. WILSON. Then the Senator is misquo- 
ted by bis own papers, and I withdraw it as far 
as that is concerned. I will go on with the rest 
of the quotation from the same speech, and the 
Senator can deny that or not. The Senator, at 
the same meeting where he is reported to have 
used the words which be now disclaims, and 
which I am glad be disclaims, is reported to hare 
said : ^ 

"Slavery must be maintained— in (he Vnionj if possible; 
out of ii,\f ne<Msary; peaceably if toe rnay, forcibly yf toe 
tnitsl." 

Mr. IVERSON. I said that, 
Mr. WILSON. And the Senator drew this 
flattering view of a Southern Confederation : 

" In a confederated Government of their own, tho Southern 
States would enjoy sources of wealr.h, prosperity, and power, 
unsurpassed by any nation on earth. No neutrality laws 
would restrain oUr adventurous sons . Our expanding policy 
would stretch Cir beyond present limits. Central America 
would join her destiny to ours, aod so would Cuba, now with- 
hold from us by the voice and votes of Abohiion enemies." 

Coming into this Chamber, the honorable Sen- 
ator early sought occasion to say : \ 

" Sir, I will tell you what I would do, If I had the control j 
of tho Soulhem members of this IIouso and the other, when 
you elect Jonx Sherman. If I had control of tho pubUc sen- 
timent, tho very moment you elect Jons Sheeman, thus giv- 
ing to the South tho example of insult as well as injury, I 
would walk, every one of us, out of the Halls of thli Capitol, 
and consult our constituents ; and I would suvei ."nter again 
until I waa bado to do so by those who had iho right to con- 
trol mo. Sir, I go further than that. I would counsel my 
constituents instantly to dissolve all poUtical ties with a party 
and a people who thus trample oa our rights. That is what y 
I would do." ^ 

In a carefully-prepared and very elaborate 

speech recently delivered, tho Senator from 

Georgia said : 

Sir, there Is but ono path of safety to tho South ; bnt one 
modo of preserving her iostitution of domestic slavery ; and 
that is a confederacy of States baving no incongruous and 
opposing elements — a confederacy of slave States alone, with 
homogeneous language, laws, interests, and institutions. 
Under such a confederated Bepubltc, with a Coustitutioa 
which should shut out tbo approach and entrance of all in- 
congruous and conflicting clctaents, which should protect tho 
institution from change, and keep tho wholo nation over 
bound to its preservation, by an unchangeable fiuidamcntal 
law, the fltleen slavo States, with thnir power of oxpausion. 
would present to the world tho most free, prosperous, and 
happy nation on tho faco of tho wide earth. 
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" Bki with Ihoao viovt, and vlth tho firm conviction which 
I havo oMortolnod for many yomn, uml which rctcent ovcnu 
haVo otily soomod to conflrm, that tho ' IrrcprosBihlo con- 
flict ' botweeu Uio two socttons mnat »od will go on, nnd 
witlxaccuoiuliitad npood, nnd muBt end, In tho Union, with 
tho total extinction ul' ACricnn Bliivory In tbo Southurn Btivtos, 
that I havo utiuouncod my dctormlnatlon to approve and 
urga tho toUiC7ti States to dlBSOIvo tho Union upon tho 
oloction of A niaclc RopuhUcou to tho I'rcaldcncy of tho Uni- 
ted States, hy n Boctioiiul Korthcrn party, and upon a plat- 
form of opposition and hosUlity to Southurn slavery." 

The Seniitor from Missisaippf, [Mr. BtiowN,] ia 
tho speech to his constituents from which 1 have 
alreudy quoted, and in which ho awowa his do- 
siro to acquire territory in Central America and 
Mexico, " to plant slavery in," says : 

" Whether wo can obtain the territory while tho Union 
lasts, I do not know ; I fear wo cannot. But I would mako 
un honest ottbrt, hnd if wo fulled , I would go out of tho Union , 
nnd try it tlicro. I epcak pluiniy->I would make a refusal to 
ftcquiro territory, bccauw it WM to bo bIovo territory, a 
eauBC (or disunion, Just as I woufd make tho refusal to admit 
a now State, becauso it was to bo a slavo State, n cauao for 
dUuuioa." 

Sorely no one can mistake the position of tho 
Sent tor. If the people of the free States, who 
be}-.eve slavery to be what Henry Clay said it 
WAS, " a curse," " a wrong — a {grievous wrong," 
that " no contingency could make right," should 
refuse to acquire territory " because it was to be 
slave territory," he would make tho.t refusal 
"cause for disunion." The Senator has laid 
upon our desks an address, delivered In the cap- 
ital of the State he so ably a^d faithfully repre- 
sents ; and in this address I find this declara- 
tion : 

" The election of Mr. Skt/akd, or ony other man of his 
party, is not, perte, JustlfUblo ground fur dissolving tho 
Union. Cut tho ad of putting tho Government in the bands 
of men who mean to use It for o,:r subjugation, ought to bo 
resisted, evcu to tho disruption of every tie that binds us to 
the Union." 

On the 6th of July, ikd Senator from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. Davis,] whose ability and large and 
varied information are acknowledged by the 
Senate and the country, delivered an elaborate 
address to the people of his State. By common 
consent, the country recognises the Senator from 
Mississippi as one of the foremost leaders of his 
section and his party, and his opinions command 
attention and consideration. In this avidresB, 
the honorable Senator says : 

" For myself, I say, as I said oa a former occasion, In tho 
contingsncy of tbo election of a President on the platform of 
Mr. Seward's Rochester speech, let tho Union be dissolved. 
Lot tho ' great, but not tho greatest of evils,' come." 

On the llth of November, 1858, after his re- 
turn from a visit of several months to New Eng- 
land, the Senator addressed the people of his 
State at Jackson. In this address, the Senator 
is reported to have said, "if the Republicans 
should elect a President, the question would be 
presented, what should the Sonth do ? For bis 
part, ho bad but one answer to give. When that 
happened, when the Government Wivs in hostile 
bands, when the Presidency and the houses of 
legislation were controlled by the enemies of the 
South, he was for asserting the independence of 
Mississippi; he was for immediate withdrawal from 
the Union." And, in view of the aspect of public 
affairs, the honorable Senator " advised the peo- 
ple of the South to turn their old muykete into 
Minie rides, prcpj,re powder;^ ebot, shell, amma- 



Altion of all kinds, and fortifications, so as to bo 
ready against any emergency." 

Tho Senator from Alabama [Mr. Clay] early 
addressed tho Senate upon the resolution intro- 
duced by tho Senator ft-om Virginia, [.Mr. 1\k • 
BON ;] and in this bpeecb, prepared with the 
elaboraU care that Senator is accustomed to be- 
stow upon the subjects he discusses here, tho 
Senator assumes, in effect, tho position that it is 
impossible for tho people of tho South to liva 
under a Government aaministerod by the Ilopub- 
lican party. lie asks : 

T)o you suppose that wo Intend to bow our necks to tho 
yokoi'* that wo lutond to submit to the domination of our cu- 
cmiear tliat we intend to sit hero in your prcsunco as hoKtu- 
ges for tho good bobaviuur of our conquered people — ii pooplo 
who will be, under your odmlniBtralion, not us buvorclgus to 
rule, but as subjects to bo governed? " 

In response, tho Senator says : 

" 1 make no prwlictlons, no promiso for ray Stato ; but, in 
conclusion, will only say , that If she is failbl'ul to tho pludgcs 
6he has mado una principles she hus profoBSocI — if sliu xa 
true to her own interest and her own honor — if sho is not 
recreant to all thatSlato pride. Integrity , und duly , ilomanU — 
she will never submit to your authority-. I will add, tl:at un- 
less she, and all the Southern Slates ot this Cuiun, with, iK;r- 
haps, but two. or, at most, three exceptions, aro not lallh- 
Icss to tho pledges they liave given, Uuri/ wM new tubmil to 
the cooemmerU of a I'resxdctU profeuiru) your polUical /ailA 
and elected Oy your tecliMMl tnajurUy.'' 

When the Senator from Alabama took his seat, 
the Senator from California [Mr. Gwin] rose, and 
declared that ha considered '■ it as the inevitable 
result, that the South should prepare for resist- 
ance In the event of the election of a Republican 
President." The Senator went on to argue that 
the South must, could, and would, dissolve tho 
Union, if tho Republican party succeed in the 
coming election. That Senator ;7enton to show 
how the South could carry out tho scheme of 
disunion ; how she could seize tho public prop- 
erty within her limits *, that, by doing so, before 
the Government passed into the control of such 
an Administration, it could put it out ot the power 
of tho Administration to administer the Govern- 
ment in that portion of the country. And he' de- 
clared that " it is impossible for a Republicau 
President to administer this Government over 
the slavebolding States of the Confederacy ; " and 
that " the election,of a Republican President is 
the inevitable destruction of this Confederacy." 

The Senator from Georgia [Mr. Tqomus] be- 
gan his speech yesterday by solemnly announ- 
cing that the country was in the midst of a civil 
revolution, and closed it by imploring the free- 
men of the State ho represents to " redeem their 
pledge," and "never permit this Federal Gc-v- 
ernmcnt to pass into the traitorous bauds of the 
Black Republican party." He calls upon tho 
people of Georgia to " listen to ' no vain bab- 
blings,' to no treacherous jargon about 'overt 
acts;' they have already been committed. De- 
fend yourselves, the enemy is at your door ; wait 
not to meet him at the hearthstone — meet him 
(vt the doorsill, and drive him from the temple of 
liberty, or null down its pillars and involve him 
in a common ruin." 

The Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Clinv;- 
man] assures us that in the South " there arc 
hundreds of disunionists now where there w:-s 
one ten years ago ; " that in some of the States 



1)1' u who " would willingly to-day boo the Union 
diBsolrcd " arc in the oinjorlty, and in other 
States a large class of men are " ready to unite 
with thorn upon the happening of a cause." And 
ho says : 

" In my jnilRmtftit, tho election of thn Prculdontlal candl- 
dato ol'Uio iilack Ropubllcun jiarty will furnish Uiut causo." 

To tho suggestion that they " ought to wait 

for some overt act," tho Senator says : 

" Xo oilior ' mtrt act ' can so Imporntlvcly domand resist- 
anco on our part iia tlie Himpio olociioii ol' tliclr cnudldato. 
TIiL'lr orpinizittlon Ib ono of avowed liostilily, und ihuy'coaio 
ngaiiiRt UH aa cnnm'M." 

Referring to tho distinguished Senator from 

Now York, [Mr. Ckwaud,] ho declares that — 

" Tho objections arc not personal merely to this .Senator, 
T)iit apply (■qiially to any member ol'tho iwrty uloctod by it. 
It Ivm, in riict, been suKgostcd tbul, ns u matter of prudence, 
for iho Ursi election they uhould cbooso u tioulherii Kroc- 
S )lloi'. Would tho colonies liavo submitted more willingly 
to Ucnodict Arnold than to Lord CornwiillLif " 

Dut tho Senator seems to be in favor of the 
sccesaion of the States, but not of the secession 
of members of Corp;resft. He says : 

" I may say, however, that I do not think there will bo 
any secession of the t^outbern members of CongrcKS from 
tliia Capitol. It has always struck me that this is ii point not 
to bo voluntarily surronUorud to the public enemy." 

The S''nator from North Carolina evidently in- 
dulges in the pleasing illusion that " the public 
enemy," ns he is pleased to characterize his fel> 
low-countrymen, will abandon the Capitol, if 

the Southern members of Congress " remain in 
the Capitol. " If lives should be lost here," ex- 
claims the Senator, "it woujd seem poetically 
just that this should occur!" If, after this 
declaration of seeming valor, the Republicans, 
in the event of their success in November, do not 
flee from the Capitol with as much baste as did 
the "chivalry" of this region in the Jate war 
with England, I am quite sure the Senator from 
North Carolina, who is "struck" with the origi- 
nal idea "that this is a point not to be volun- 
tarily surrendered to the public enemy," will be 
disappointed in his expectations. But the Sen- 
ator goes on to express his emotions of contempt 
for men of the non-resistant school. " I cannot 
find," says the Senator, " words enough to ex- 
press my abhorrence and detestation o such 
creatures as Garrison and Wendell Phillips, who 
stimulate others to deeds of blood, and, at the 
same time, are so cowardly that they avoid all 
danger themselves." This expression of "ab- 
horrence and detestation " for such non-combat- 
ants, such " cowardly creatures," is, I suppose, 
intended to admonish us on this side of the 
Chamber that the Senator is terribly in earnect 
when be makes proclamation of his wishes in 
these words : 

" At from- (hU Capitcl to mwh has gone forth to inflame 
the ptthlic mind, if our cownirymen are to be invoJveil in a 
Unody rtrti^lc, 1 Irutt in CM tiioi tiie first fruitt of the col- 
litinn may lie reaped here." 

This language, Mr. President, admits of but 
one interpretation. Gentlemen from the South, 
who are in favor of a dissolution of the Union, 
do not intend, in so doing, to secede from this 
Capit^^l, nor surrender it to tliose who may re- 
main within thd Union. Having declared that, 
if lives are to be sacrificed, it will be poetically 
just that they should be sacrificed here on this 



flpor ; and that, as so much has gone forth from 
this Capitol to inflame the public mind, it is but 
proper that tho first flrult.vof tho struggle should 
bo reaped here, the Senator giveb us, therefore, 
distinctily to understand that there may be a 
physical collision—" a bloody struggle ; " that 
the scene of this coniTict is to bo in tho legisla- 
tive halls of this Capitol. To simply say, in reply 
to this threat, that Northern Senators cannot 
thus be intimidated, is too tame and common'- 
place to meet tho exigency. Therefore, I take it 
upon m/self to inform the Senator from North 
Carolina, that the people of the free States have 
sent their representatives here, not to fight, but 
to legislattt ; not to mingle in personal combats, 
but to deliberate for the good of the whole coun- 
try ; not to shed tho blood of their fellow-mem- 
bers, but to maintain the supremacy of the Con- 
stitution and uphold the Union — and this they 
will endeavor to do here, in the legislative halls 
of the Capitol, at all events and at every hazard. 
In tho performance of their duties, they will not 
invade the rights of otners, nor permit any in- 
fringement of their own. They will invite no 
collision, they will commence no attack; but 
they will discharge all their obligations to their 
constituents, and maintain tho Government and 
institutions of their country in the face of all 
conceivable consequences. Whoevertbinks other- 
wise has not studied either the history of tho 
people of the free States, or the character of the 
men dwelling in that section of the Union, or the 
philosophy of the exigency which the Senator 
from North Carolina seems to invoke. The free- 
men of the North have not been accustomed to 
vaunt their courage in words ; they have prefer- 
red to illustrate it by deeds. They are not fight- 
ing men by profession, nor accustomed to street 
broils, nor contests on the "field of honor," 
falsely so called, nor are they habitual wearers 
of deadly weapons. Therefore it is that when 
driven into bloody collisions, and especially on 
sudden emergencies, it is as true in fact as it is 
sound in philosophy, that they are more despe- 
rate and determined, and more reckles.'s of coase- 
quences to themselves and to their antagonists, 
than are those who are more accustomed to con- 
template such co'lieions. The tightest band, when 
onco broken, recoils with the wildest power. So 
much for the people of the free States. As to 
their representatives in this Capitol I will say, 
that if, while in the discharge of their duties here, 
they are assaulted with deadly intent, I give the 
Senator from North Carolina due notice, here, 
to-day, that those assaults will be rcpr-Ued and 
retaliated by sons, who will not dishonor fathers 
that fought at Bunker Hill and conquered at 
Saratoga, that trampled the soil of Chippewa 
and Lundy's Lane to a bloody mire, and vindi- 
cated sailors' rights and national honor on the 
high seas in the .second, war of independence. 
Reluctant to enter it'te-ni^'h d Conte£t, y«>t pnce 
in, they will be quite as ;t^luclatft to lOcve it. 
Though they may not be the dret to go into the 
struggle, they will be th;; last ta abandon it in 
dishGnor. Thoiigh th,»!y wi^l uqt provoke nor 
commence the cpnflicf, thfey-wiUd*"/ their best to 
conquer when the strife be^gins. So much their 



cofittltuenta will (tcmand of ibcm tho 

bloody stvugglo " the Senator contemplates is 
fotctA upon tbcm ; ami they will not bo disap* 
pointed when tho exigency vjomes. I say no 
moro; I wait tho Issue, and bide my time. 

Mr. Preeident, during tho protracted and ex- 
cited contest iu tho other end of tho Capitol, the 
leaders of the Domocmcy have avowed tho rank* 
eatdisnnion seatimentg 5 and these avowals of 
disloyalty to the Union have been ollen raptur- 
ously ttpplaud*.d on the Democratic sidn of the 
Chamber, and in tho gallpriee, crowded, as they 
have often been, by Government ofliciala or Gov- 
ernment contractors or dependents. Sir, if the 
Union-loving, libcrty-loviog, patriotic men of the 
-country could have heard these menaces of dis- 
tinion; could have witnessed the applarding 
throngs in the galleries, and the npplauding De- 
mocracy on tho floor ; and could have witnessed 
tho Democratic smiles, the Democratic noils, and 
tho Democratic congratulations, they would visit 
upon the actors in this farce, and upon their 
compeers here and ot home, the stern rebuke and 
withering scom of nn indignant people. 

Early in the session, Mr. Nrlsos, of Tennessee, 
o distinguished member of tho Southern Oppo- 
sition, rebuked tbo disunion sentiments which 
had been so profusely scattered through the de- 
bates by the setessionists 5 and he avowed his 
devotion to the Union in tones of thrilling elo- 
quence. His Tiatriotic and national ecntiments 
received the enthusiastic applause of the South- 
ern Opposition and tho liepublicans. The pa- 
triotic sen liments of tho eloquent Tennessean, re- 
minding us of the days, before the advent into 
these Halls of the secession disciples of Calhoun, 
when the followers of Clay— -ay, and of Jackson, 
too — had made the Chambers echo with senti- 
ments of devotion to the Union, seemed to grate 
harshly upon Democratic ears. 

Mr. Pryor, of Virginia, who, in 185G, as one of 
the editors of the Richmond Enguircr, echoed 
the disunion scntimeats of Gov, Wise, rose and 
propounded to Mr. Nblsos this question : 

'•WouUl you be willing WiluaH II. Seward shouM take 
posspssioii of the army, tlio niny, iind uli the pfiwcrs of iho 
iiovernmcnt-— I mean .ill tUo constiiiiiional pf)wcrs of the 
I'residtut ol the United ftatca ? V.ouUl he uUow Whxiam H. 
fcfiwins •'• take possession of those powers, or would ho re- 
8i8t it cvoD to Iho ciLvint If 3(,ii)g out of the Union f " 

Sir, this question clearly implied that Mr. Pavoa 
would resist, even to the extent of going out of 
the Union, the inauguration of Williau il. Sbw- 
ABD. Butthat was early in the session. Gov. Wise, 
who, if Fiiulkner is to be relied upon, ''sees far 
in advance of his cotemporarie*," had not then 
avowed bis resolution to fight in the Union, and 
to stay in the Union. Tho Enquirer, the family 
organ, which is engaged in warning the people 
of the South not to " precipitate disunion, but to 
prepare for it," has madf> the Wonderful discove- 
ry that " the election ftf t lUack Republican ad- 
vocate'of the " iirepregsiblo conflict" will be the 
withdrawal 'of the States ivpportini) such election 
from the Union," I^s Got. Wise has resolved to 
figbi in fl.e Union, and 'as. bis .family organ has 
declared iImU* the dectlo'n of a Eepublican is a 
withdrawal of the States supporting bis election 
from the Union," Mr. JBryoi^ rill not now resist 



tho inauguration of WttttAM H. tSKWAnn, » to tho 
extent of going out of tho Union," but cling to 
this now " Virginia abstraction," anil assumo 
that tho States voting for Mr. SisWAun are out of 
tho Union. 

Mr. CunuY, of Alabama, In a speech which is 
by far tho most comprchcnsivo and philosophical 
presentation of tho issues yot mcdo on the plavc- 
ry side, iu the House, said t 

" However dlMaFlefnl It may ho to ny frlena frnm Ki w 
York, (Mr. C'i-mik.| however much it may revolt llw public 
Boalimonl or cMmcienco of this eouiiiry, I nn not uRhiiiiu d 
ornfrr.id publicly to avow Ihut the election of Wiuj.vji 11. 
trkWAKD or t>alnum V. Chase, or any nueh rcincnoiiuulvi! of 
the Itripublican jmrly, upon u Bertionnl plalforin, ou/:ht In lio 
resisted to the <ll«niplioii of every tie that binds th:i^ Coiilrd- 
eracy toRclher. lAiipluuBO ou U>o Dcmoerutic Bidu 01 Iho 
UouHe.]" 

Mr. PuoH, of Iho same State, in a speech of 
much rhetori'^al beauty and eloquence, said ; 

" If. with the dmrncter of the Government woU dedn".!, 
and the right.") and prIvileKi'S of tho parlies to the eoinjct 
clearly nwcrled by tho IVmocratic jiarty, Iho Ul:ak Ucpuu' 
licann gel iK'RScssion of tho (Jovtrnnionl, then the qiicfstion 
is fully prciiented, whether tho Bouthcrii RlaleH will remain 
in tlio Union, us Bubjeci and deBradcd colonies, or Will they 
withdraw, and c8tahliRh a Southern CoufeJcracy of coequal 
IiomngeneouB Bovereipnsf 

" lu ray Judgment, tho latter Is tho only course compatible 
with tho honor, equality, nnd safety of tho Routh ; and tho 
sooner it la known and acted upou tUo better for all partiefl 
to the comiwct. 

" The truest conservatism and wisest stittesmnnsbip de- 
mand n ppcedy termination of all association with sucli con- 
federates! and the formation of another Union of Su-ites, ho 
mOr';eueous in population, inBtltuUonB, interests, and pur 
suits." . 

Mr. Moore, of the same State, said : . 

" I do not concur with the declaration made yesterday hy 
the gentleman from Tennessee, tliat tho election of a tll.ack 
Kepubllcan to the rreslilcncy was not cause for a dissoluticii 
of tho Union. Whenever a President ia elected by a fanatical 
majority at the Korth, those whom I represent, as 1 believe, 
and tho gillant State wliicb I in part represent, are ready, 
let the cou-^cqucnces be what they may, to fall back on their 
reserved rights, and say : ' Aa to this Union, wo tuivo no 
longer any lot or part in it.' " 

Mr. BoYGE, of South Carolina, before the meet- 
ing of Congress, addressed his constituency in 
an elaborate and very carefully-prepared speech, 
in which he says that the election of a President 
by the Republican party " would constitute of 
itself a good reason why the Sotith should refuse 
to submit to their rule." "Our policy is, first, 
to prevent, if possible, the election of a Republi- 
can President; second, if this must occur, in 
spite of all our wise exertions to tho contrary, to 
causet it to occur under such issues as will best 
enable us to set up a Sonthern Government.'' 
" The great point, then, is to ripen public opinion 
at the South for a dissolution of the Union in .he 
contingency referred to — the election of a Rv>- 
publican President." He avows that " it is the 
fixed policy of this State to secede as soon as the ' 
Republican party elect their President." " If we 
desiro to ripen public opinion among ourselves 
for Southern independence, in the event of the 
election of a Republican President, we must ex- 
ercise the policy of moderation in our movements 
preliminary to that result. We most use tbo 
most consummate prudence now, that we may bo 
able to profit by the most desperate boldness 
then." 

Mr. Bo:<nAu, of the same State, said, on the 
floor of the Bouse : 
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" As to illsmiion, t;pon llio clocilon of n IJ'aclc RepubHcau, 
I rail rpcnk for no one but myself oiul (lineo I liavo hero ilio 
lioiior (i) rfiin'i!>nl ; I'lxJ I sny, »viihoul bcKitAlloii, that., upon 
ll:o cifciloii or Mr. f^LWAiiD, or any olhor man wlio cnilorsfi! 
iiiirl proclaims iho doclrlnos held by lilni nnd bin party— cnll 
jiiin liv wbMi iKimr you please— 1 n.tii In favor of an lmmo» 
(liiito iilsPdIi.iioii ol i.lin Union. And, fir, I think I speak tbo 
rciiCinciilH of iny own coasUlucnia and tbo SLuto of iioutJi 
UiiDllmi, wlicn I Buy so." 

Mr. CnAWFoiii), of GeorRia, as a qnotation from 
liis speech *vill show, spoke not only for himaelf, 
hut for bia nHsociates trom that State, and bis 
disunion setitirncnts received the applause' of bis 
Democratic friends : 

"Now, In roKiird to tbo election of a BInck RcpuWcim 
rrcplde'iil, I biivo tbia to ti^y, iind I .'pcnk llw fcntiniwit of 
every J»oinocrat on ibis flf/v>r from tbo SUito of Georgia: wo 
will never Bid)uiilto Ibc inmignrutlon of ii Black liepiibllejin 
I're.sldoDt, l.ApiWnuHO fi-oni tbo Democrntio I^cncbea, and 
hisses from tlio He])ublicttn«.l I repeal if,elr — and I havo 
niubority to say so— tbat no democratic Raprescniatlvc from 
Georgia on tlil« floor will ever Bubmit to llie inaiigitmtion of 
n Ulack Kepubllcjin I'resldcnt. |Uenowed npplauso and 
lilsscs.) » * » TJio most confiding of Ibem nil nre, sir, 
for ' cqnality in Ibc I'nion or lndci)cndcuco out of It ; * bav 
l«s lost all 1)0) le In tbo forinor, 1 am for ' i.vDitpjtx»E.NCit ko\t 

ASD I.MIKI'lt.\tilb.\CK FOIIGVEK 1 ' " 

Mr. Gartuell, also of Georgia, has supported 
tbo position assumed by Mr. CiiAWKonD. Ho de- 
clares : 

" .JiiKt SO fluro aa tha Republican parly sncceedB In electing 
nBectional man, upon tboir Boctional, ami-slavery platiorm, 
breailiiiig <litlrii( lion and dcatii to ibo rigbls of my people, 
ji:st Bo sore, in my Jiidf;menl, tbo lime will liavo come wlien 
tlio .S)iiib iDiiKt and will take an unmlsiakablo and decided 
:ii'tion,and tbat then, ' be who oalttes iflu dastard, nnd ho 
■who doubts is damned.' 1 n od not tell what I, as a .Soiitli- 
crn man, will do— I think 1 may yMcly speak for tbo masses 
of l!ie pbo|ilo of Georgia— lliat .vbon tliat even* happens, 
the} , in my jiid^'meut, will consider It on overt act, a docla- 
ratiou of war, and moot immediately in convention, to lake 
iiiuj eoi)Sl(l ;ra!ion tbo mode and measure of redress. Tbat 
i.H my pasiticiR ; and if tbat be troasou to tbo Government, 
. make the most of it." 

Governor McRab, of Mississippi, declared that 
he Wtts not willing to submit to tbo election of 
a Republican President upon a Republican plat- 
form : 

" I sa'rl to my constituents, nnd to tbo people at the capi- 
tal of my Stitu, oil my way here, that if such an event did 
occur, while it would be their duty to determine the course 
which tbo t-"tate would pursue, it would bo my privilege to 
counsel with ihcra us to what I believed to bo ibo proiwr 
course ; and I said to iliem, what I. say now, and will always 
rjy in 8ucb an event, tbat r«. /■oiinsol would be to tako In- 
dependence out of the Union in prcferenco to tho los.s of con- 
i?!ituUonal rights, an<i conBoqucnt degradation and di.sbonor, 
in it. That is my position, and it is tbo po.sition which I 
know tho Ijciaocratx jjarty of ibo Stato of lliss;ssii)pi will 
mamtain." 

Mr. Dn Jabsette, of Virginia, will resist the 
inauguration of the candidate of the Republican 
party, if tbat candidate is Mr. Seward, for he 
says : 

" Tbua WrtUAJt H. BewAiat stands before the country a 
porjurod traitor ; nnd yctllmt man, with hands ntained with 
the blood of (>ur citizens, wo are asked to elect I'roaidcnt of 
the United s?tatea. You may elect him PrcBidcnt of tho North, 
but of tho South never. Whatever the evonl may be, others 
may diller ; but Virginia, in view of her ancient renown, in 
view of her illustrious dead, and in view of her *tc ttfwjxr 
(jpannit, will resist bis authority. I have done." 

Mr. Leake, unlike his colleague, Mr. Puyor, 
■will Eot follow the lead of the late Governor 
Wise, and fight inside the Union. Mr. Leake 
evidently does not see so far in advance as does 
tbat noble son of Virginia. He says : 

" r repudiate the sentiracnt which the gentleman Mcribes 
to the lato Governor of Virginia. 1 chooso rather to refer lo 
the RepresentaUVBS of that Stato lo hoar her BcnUmcntfl, 
than to any oUier source. It never entered my head, and I 
aadcrtaJie to sny that it never entered tho braia of any Rep- 



rcsontatlvo of Virginia on ibis floori to "itlit Inflldo of this 
Union. The idea Ih ridlculoun In tho cxtrotao. It is the ro* 
ductiu ad aluwilutn,** 

And Mr. Lgakr omphatically declares that 
*' Virginia has Iho right; vfhon iiho ploasos, to rllhdrttW 
from this Conlodorncy. tApplauKO front Ibo UcmfKrftld 
bcnches.J • • * Tiiat Is her <iot.1rlno. Wo will not llglit 
in the Union, but quit II tho Instant wo Uiiuk propor M 
do so." 

Mr, SiNGtETON, of Mississippi, openly aror/s, 
on tho floor of tho House, that " their detormlna* 
tion is fixed and unalterable ; that they will bavo 
an expansion of slave territory In tho Union it 
you will allow it, or outside of tho^ Union if they 
must ; " and that Bonliment was received with 
Democratic applause. He goes on to say : 

"llio queBiion now Is, If wo sever tho conncc\ ion which 
binds us nnd tbo Korlh together, how uro wo tt* lyrcservo 
tbo iiisiitution of jdavery f Tlio-u is but one mode by which, 
in my bumblojudgmeiit. it can bo porpetunlcd fur any con- 
Biderablf! number of years. * • * 'lliat mode is by eX" 
jKinsioii, find that expansion must bo In the direction of Alex- 
•CO. * «' * niero is in >f(!,\ico a largo extent of territory 
that is suitod to the cultivation of cotton, sugar, and rice. In 
my opinion, wo must, and we nro con)i>ellcd to, eximnil iu 
Uiat direction, and thus perpetual* it— a hundred or a lhou» 
sand years it may be." • » • 

'•U maybe nsked, when will tho Ume come when wo 
shall Beparalo from tbo N'oi ih f I say Adidly, if the viewa 
expressed by ibegontleiiian from Iowa JFc,us'hc says, com' 
mon to the Kcpublican )iariy , nnd if they arc deturinined la 
enforce Iboso vicw.s, 1 declare myself ready to-day. I would 
not ofik t" delay tb~ limo a Riiigle hoin ." • • * 

" You ask mo when will tho limo come ; whon will tho 
!3outh bo uiiit<Hl T It will be wboii you elect IJIack Kepub' 
llcan— II/MS, i-EWAKn, or CIuimo— J'rosident of the Ui.itod 
t^tates. Whenever you midertako to placo such a man t'J 
I)reg:do over the destinies of tiio l?oulb, you may expect to 
SCO us undivided and indivisible friends, and to'seo all jmr 
ties of tho .Soiiih arrayed to resift hi.i inauguration." • » * 

" Wo can never qviteily sland by and perTiill tbo control of 
tho army and navy to go into tho liauds of a Elack Kcpubh- 
can I'recident." 

Union sentiments, -whenever or by. whomsoever 
uttered, grate harshly on Democratic ears, tuned 
tp the accents of disunion. When Mr. Stokes, 
of Tennessee, the other day rebuked the disloyal 
sentiments which so glibly fall from Democratic 
lips ; when he, in eloquent, manly, and patriotic 
language declared his devotion to tho Union ; 
when he quoted and endorsed aa his own the 
words of Henry Clay, " tbat bo would consent to 
the dissolution of the Union — never 1 never! 
never! " tho Democracy foamed and gnashed its 
teeth in impotent wrath. 

Governor Letcher, of Virginia, in his recent 
message to the Legislature of his State, avows 
the rankest disunion and revolutionary senti- 
ments. In this document, he declares that if a 
Republican President is elected in 18G0, 

It is useless lo attempt to conceal tho fact that, in the 
present temper of the Southern people, 1/ ctthnnt be and vHU 
twl be suimiUed (0. The ' irrcprcs.'.ible-conflict ' doctrine, an- 
nouncod and advocated by tlioablcriand mdetdifjtinguished 
leader of ibo Kt?publican party .is an opoji dcclarat:oii of war 
against iho institution of Alrlcan slavery, wherever it ex- 
ists ; nnd I would be disloyal to Virginia and the South If I 
did uol declare thill the election of such a man, cntt'rlainiug 
such Eciiiirncnts, aud udvocalinir such doctrines, aighl lo 
resi^lcd hyflie i!aveholding Slalfi. Tho idea of pcrmitling such 
.a mail to h.ivo the control and direction of the army nnd 
navy of tho United Sutes, and tho aptwintinont of high .Ju- 
dicial lif. (I E.xec«tivo oClccr.', twstmaatorB included, cannot 
le cniertained In/ llw SinUhfiir a mtment." 

I might quote, Mr. President, the avowals of 
disunion sentiments by other Democratic lead- 
ers and other Democratic presses,* for these 
avowals of disloyalty to the unity of the Repub- 
lic are scattered, in rank luxuriance, broadcajt 
over the land. But I must pause. 



ky. ' T^iU Sonator !>bTdon me &| 
Bft imm to oh&rgo the 8«intim«nt8, 
It^diAUTilon wnMtteUU, 6t theDem> 

--,<5tid itt that chattto, I may, apeak 
Xs**y <)><^<i •enUmeata sncb as I 
u^irfid w|Uch ba hu i^oojed, bava buen ea- 
»^n^linoo8l7 . bj tb« XeglBlatura of the 
«,w«^)lftli<!li I bave tba honor to xepmont. And 
jU'tkiji GnQfttor will pardon me furtber, I urillsay, 
loo/ tbai tboae who call tiaemielvei Amcrloana 
OtmOBltiomita there, I think, have gone even 
Itotber than the Democratic partv. Hence, I 
bardly thlnl: IkHa just to the American party In 
the Sottth to attribute the«o sentlmenta exciu- 
Bively to the Democratic party. 1 think the other 
■Ide ar« entitled to a ehare of the credit of them. 

Mr. VILSON. It isay be eo In the geutle- 
num^a own State ; I know that on the Gulf they 
are ranning wild witb dlsnnlon ; but how is It 
■with tbe'Bwrewntatives of the Southern Oppo- 
■itiob OB the floor of thj Honse of Repreeenta- 
ttrea? Their Bcntiments bayo been pronounced, 
nearly all of th«n, dlalinctly in favor of the 

Union. V 

I bave, bower!*, gatbered up enough of these 
noisy' menacee of dieunlou, which are falling 
thick and Swt around us, to show to the Senate 
and the country that the «ceopted frndera of the 
Democratic party arc ecceasionlsta and disnnicn- 
ista, with the accents of disunion perpetually on 
tbeh lips, and ita spirit burning in their hearts. 
I have also gathered up, from the masa of facts 
which lie at my feet, enough to ahow that the 
Democratic party is tainted witb tbe"Odor of dis- 
nnion, that the «<oj« of dialoyalty is now indeli- 
bly stamped upon its brow. I hare shown, too, 
that these menaces of disunion, which Demo- 
cratic leaders are hnrling around us in this Oap- 
itoL go unrebuked by the Northern Democracy, 
whose glory it is to follow these apostles of se- 
cession and disunion. The country will not fdil 
to see, and to mark, too, the discreditable fact, 
that while Democrfltic 'sadersin these Chambers 
are muttering angry menaces of disunion, and 
while such madness goes unrebuked, even by the 
faintest whispers of the Democratic representa- 
tlTca of the loyal North and West, the Democratic 
presses in the North and "West are busy— not in 
rt'ining upon the heads of Democratic disonion- 
im the withering rebukes of patriotism— but m 
the work of roisreptesenling and maligning these 
wht» cling to the Union with unswerving ftdelitv, 
alike in vtctoiy and in defeat. The conntij, too, 
will not fail to see that the Democratic orators 
dare not, even at a safe distance, utttr the soft- 
est censure against the disloyalty of leaders they 
follow as the bondman follows his master, but 
they are'appcaltng to the selBsh fears of men to 
disown their manhood, and, by acts of humilia- 
tion, appease the awakened wrath of the Demo- 
cratic chieftains now menacing the integrity of 

the Union. . ^ , j 

Mr. President, the American Democracy, led 
by slave perpetuists and propagandists, seces- 
sionists and disuoionists, now in the light of this 
age, sunds before the nation the enemy of hu- 
man progress, and in favor of the ionservation 
and propagaUon of old abases. No longer does 



the Democracy utter the aocentt of popular 
righta. No longer doea the Democracy avmpa- 
thi»e wHh man. At homo or abroad, atruggllng for 
the recovery of loit righta or tb? enlargement of 
existing prlvllegeB. Doea the Logislatwro of 
Kansas paaa an Hat for the abolition of alayery 
there ? Deroooraoy reelata It, ond arroata U by 
TiLxecutlve action, Doea the Legislature of Ne- 
braska, loft " perfectly free to form their own do- 
cwitlo Suatltntlona in tholr own way," paaa a bill 
to wipe from that vast Territory the pollution of 
slavery? Democracy realata U, defeata it by the 
Bjcecntlve veto, and applauda that v<to. Doea 
the Leglalaturo of New Mexico enact a bloody 
alavo code? Democracy prompts It, pralsea it, 
applauda It. Doea a aovereign Coroniouwcalth 
lighten by humane legislation the burdens of a 
proacrlbed race, so that It may rise into the aun- 
llght of a broader and higher manhood ? De- 
mocracy la outraged, shocked, and it avengea 
Itself by gibbering taania, glbea, and jeers. Doea 
a alave Sute enact or propose to enact atatutea 
to atlll rooro oppress those already bending un- 
der the iron heel of oppression, or to check the 
action of its own cltlxens who may be prompted 
by sentiments of benevolence or a aeiise of "jus- 
llce to lessen tho bitterness of bondage or give 
freedom to their own bondmen? Democracy 
approves and applauds it. Doea Walker at the 
head of a lawiesk^ band of filsbuslera decree sla- 
very In Central America? Democracy hails and 
applauds that decrse. Does any indication point 
to the possible abolition of slavery in Cuba? 
Democracy protests, cannot permit it, will pay 
$200,000,000 for that alaveholding isle, but will 
not accept the "Gem of the Antilles," If burden- 
ed with freedom. Does England strike the fet- 
ters from the limbs of eipht hundred thousand 
West India bondmen? Democracy deplores it, 
disapproves it, and persisU^ in misrepresenting 
the effects of that great act of justice and hu- 
manity. 

Does the Emperor of Roasi» propose a pl.^n 
for the emancipation of milliofs, not of the Af- 



rican race, but of white men? Democracy 
shakes its bead, shrugs its shoulders, otters no 
note of joy, sends no worvi of enrjouragement or 
greeting to the enlightened monarch who would 
enlarge the rights and elevate the condition of 
men. Docs the Republican party, imbued with 
the sentiments of the Repu'riican fathers, pro- 
pose to arrest the expansion of slaverj over the 
Territories of tho Republic, and save those Terri- 
tories to free labor, check the reopening slave 
trallic, and pnt the National Government in har- 
mony with a progressive Christian civilization ? 
Democracy, smitten with t >.8 consciocsness of ilj 
waning power, raises tho startling cry of dis- 
union. To its abandonment of the senliroents, 
opinions, and policy, of the Republican fathers; 
to its betrayal of the rights and interests of free 
labor and tho cause of human rights at home 
and abroad, is now added disloyalty to the in- 
tegrity of the Union. Let the Intelligent patri- 
otism of the nation rebnke this mad exhibition 
of folly and fanaticism which would shiver this 
Union into broken frsgmenlfl, and let it pro- 
claim, in the words of Andrew Jackson, "The 
Federal Union must be preserved." 



